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THIS MEETING WILL BE RECORDED

Please note this meeting will be recorded.

• During this meeting, you will have the opportunity to contribute or ask 

questions

• Questions will be gathered and sorted to avoid duplication and ensure the 

best response 

• Although your name will not appear on the screen to attendees, 

producers and presenters may have access to that information

• If you have questions about the recording of this webinar, please contact 

HEOCLiaison@york.ca

mailto:HEOCLiaison@york.ca


To ask a question:

Select Q&A on the right side of the 

screen.

Type your question in the compose 

box, and then select Send.

Questions will be screened by the 

moderator and posed to the 

presenters.

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?
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EPI UPDATES



YORK REGION EPIDEMIOLOGY- CASE COUNTS



YORK REGION EPIDEMIOLOGY- Confirmed Outbreaks 



YORK REGION EPIDEMIOLOGY- VOC SITUATION 
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DELTA VARIANT (B1.617.2)

• B.1617: VOC lineage with three sublineages
• B.1617.2: Delta variant

• A number of mutations of concern (e.g. L452R, E484Q)
• More transmissible
• Vaccines effective after two doses, less after one dose
• Higher vaccine effectiveness expected against severe outcome
• Situation being monitored closely
• Compliance with public health measures and vaccination are 

important



PROVINCIAL UPDATES



PROVINCIAL RE-OPENING FRAMEWORK

https://www.ontario.ca/page/reopening-ontario


PROVINCE REOPENING

As of May 22:
• Some outdoor recreational 

amenities were reopened with 
restrictions in place

• Outdoor limits for social 
gatherings and organized public 
events increased to five people

• Other public health measures 
under the emergency brake 
remains in effect until step 1 
begins.

For up-to-date information, visit York Region's Public Health Safety Measures Page.

https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/covid-19/publichealthsafetymeasures/02publichealthsafetymeasures/!ut/p/z1/vZJLc4IwFIV_SxcumdwEMHGZUivQivahAhsHIWpaAYvR1v76xj5mupG201IWYZKcnDvnm4NiFKK4SHZykShZFslK76O4PfV4z3PdC_AHFnOAw4D7hDLodjCavArgyMcBxd95XyOI6-3HKEbxOpUZitqCzVIbU2NGrJlhmcI2OtmcGlk2T00LJ0wIdlCnhVqrJYr21TQtCyUK1YJ9Wd3rzUZJtX09WJa50KtIVmrZgrTcyczAnRast7OVTN_ON8lcqH0uks22EpsWADl-i_yvSGjUpOo7_YXOk6ilIYt5icKPySis8Q5rJ2tjeffwEHMd_ZD3SaHwf7NPDtg_p-_dMAu8sU_5GA_A8sx3ASFW28UO-OAOGHjndGifMRfDBXkX1DQh0k2iRwFfEzTZSfGIRkVZ5brZNz8sjvsxgTKHu7wHQ7gdUbjqUou1L_vDy2v8ywlfBGjY3mzUnkKz9qRZ-7-B43vgYH6ov9k1gRPPYaemz4KgWfZBs-yDZtkHzfZ-_Fs463w0yplprxZMdbw7e5FPz04DI_J3z7W_Pj85eQEU_dyR/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.YJWYTMCSk2x


DIRECTIVE/GUIDANCE CHANGES 

Memorandum to Directive 2 (May 19 2021)
• Gradual Resumption of non-urgent & non-emergent surgeries and procedures

Directive 3 (June 4 2021)
• Loosening of visitor restrictions for long-term care homes and retirement homes
• Gradual resumption of non-essential absences for long-term care homes and 

retirement homes

Case Definition (May 21 2021)
• Rapid antigen test positive individual is no longer deemed a probable case directly

Provincial Testing Guidance (May 26 2021)
• Antigen POCT should not be used for diagnosis of COVID-19 infection in 

symptomatic individuals, individuals with known contact with a positive COVID-19 
case or in settings in outbreak

https://www.wrh.on.ca/uploads/Coronavirus/CMOH_Memo_Directive_2_May_19_2021.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/directives/LTCH_HPPA.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_case_definition.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_testing_guidance.pdf


CASE, CONTACT, and OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT
INTERIM GUIDANCE FOR FULLY VACCINATED 
INDIVIDUALS

• People are considered fully vaccinated for COVID-

19 ≥2 weeks after they have received the second 
dose in a 2-dose series

• Not applicable to individuals with 
immunocompromising conditions

• Follow Public Health advice

New Guidance (released June 4):
COVID-19 Guidance for Individuals Vaccinated outside 
of Ontario/Canada

Table 1: At a Glance: Contact Management for Fully 
Vaccinated Individuals without Immunocompromise

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/contact_mngmt/COVID-19_fully_vaccinated_interim_guidance.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_guidance_for_individuals_vaccinated_outside_of_ontario.pdf


COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATE



VACCINE COVERAGE



CURRENT VACCINE ELIGIBILITY

First Dose
• Individuals 12 years of age and older who live, work or go to school in York 

Region

Earlier Second Dose
• Anyone who lives, works or attends school in York Region that received their 

first dose on or before April 18, 2021
• York Region residents 70 years of age and older (born in 1941 or earlier)
• Individuals with Highest Risk Health conditions and Indigenous individuals
• Certain high-risk health care workers as defined by the Province

• The Ministry of Health has provided a COVID-19 Vaccine Series Second Dose 
Eligibility Quick Reference (gov.on.ca)

https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/newsroom/mediarelease/seconddosecovid19vaccineappointmentsnowavailableforyorkregionresidents70yearsofageandolder/!ut/p/z1/zZZdb5swFIZ_yy56iWyIMc5lQpOQUJL0I2nCTWXAUG9gp4YlY79-ppoqtV2TTY2lcYFl9J73HD_HSAfEYANiQfe8oA2XgpZ6v43xg-MgHNg-nMHRjQun62k0HAaoByEG988C-MEzgCD-m_gXwWTc97TgNpi7E9eGNj4VvwYxiHcpz8DWIa7DnMSxiK1fCNvIom6fWQnKE5YSTJGLOnUqml3zCLatekilaJhoLmAr1Te9qRvefH_-QMuyYhmnipWM1qy-gDXTgiyT3brnmd3f0zTlgtHdTnLRVDqsFvJA95SXNClZLlXnqlihUSpW86xTeLBlVNUypwWjIpNlxtRbCO9PGR9nPHtN6T1E3UZHRX5UaFa0ebS4yCXYCHaolZSVzh-_4RwsCJyOvaV7SQIbhs5vwbE-n6phqw_pfXjIhQ3u95wdwEpIVembd_uPjQ3gqQy9T2Y4bo-gUXuCzdqbhbNAZtmbhYNcs_aeUfvQLPvQLPvQLHvf7F_rO2e2X18ibR8F9nwR2uT6PDfHI_4gGEzgEt6tPHg98hDBV9HyagyNVo-RWXts1H5kuHrPqH1ktvrIcPWu2dZ-1n52amrV8xj_-vQUD_Q02o2gPxqw-X_G0T9PiwYT7qrVqiK91ooTfBP8HM6tiZ-Qw11enW1pe2Xx5ReH1fyM/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.YLfmG_lKiUk
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID_19_medical_exceptions_vaccine_dose_intervals.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000090/ontario-continues-to-expand-booking-eligibility-for-covid-19-vaccines-to-more-ontarians
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000089/high-risk-health-care-workers-eligible-to-receive-a-second-dose-of-the-covid-19-vaccine-at-a-shortened-interval
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_series_quick_ref_chart.pdf


SHORTENED DOSE INTERVALS 

• The province recently announced that they are accelerating second 
doses for all Ontarians

• The following is an anticipated schedule for second dose eligibility:
• Week of May 31 – Individuals 80 years of age and older *currently eligible
• Week of June 7– Individuals 70 years of age and older *currently eligible
• Week of June 7– Individuals who received their first dose on or before April 18; this includes 

individuals with the highest-risk health conditions and special education workers *currently eligible
• Week of July 19 – Individuals who received their first dose on or before May 9; this includes 

individuals 50 years of age or older and individuals with the high-risk health conditions
• Week of August 2 – Individuals who received their first dose on or before May 30; this includes 

individuals who cannot work from home and individuals who have at-risk health conditions
• Week of August 9 to 16 – Individuals aged 12 to 25
• Week of August 9 – individuals who received their first dose from the week of May 31 onwards, 

respecting recommended intervals

https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1000220/anticipated-schedule-for-second-doses-of-covid-19-vaccines


HOW TO BOOK A SHORTENED DOSE APPOINTMENT 

• Eligible residents now have the option to re-book an earlier second 
dose appointment. New appointments can be booked online by 
visiting york.ca/COVID19Vaccine or by phone at 1-877-464-9675,

• Previously booked second-dose appointments will be honoured
and will not be cancelled unless a new and earlier appointment is 
confirmed



UPDATE ON COVID-19 VACCINE INTERCHANGEABILITY

• On June 1, NACI released guidance on mixed vaccine schedules
• NACI recommends that:

• Persons who received a first dose of the Astra Zeneca/COVISHIELD 
vaccine may receive either AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD vaccine or an 
mRNA vaccine (Pfizer or Moderna) for their second dose, unless 
contraindicated

• Persons who received a first dose of an mRNA vaccine (Pfizer or 
Moderna) should be offered the same mRNA vaccine for their second 
dose. If the same mRNA vaccine is not readily available or unknown, 
another mRNA vaccine can be considered interchangeable and should 
be offered to complete the vaccine series

• Effective June 4, the Ministry of Health updated guidance to align with 
NACI recommendation on vaccine interchangeability

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000256/ontario-updating-astrazeneca-second-dose-guidance


ASTRAZENECA UPDATES 

Pause on first doses

• Due to an observed increase of a rare blood 

clotting condition, Vaccine Induced Thrombotic 

Thrombocytopenia (VITT)

Second doses 

• Starting June 4, individuals have an option to 

receive an AstraZeneca vaccine or an mRNA 

(Pfizer or Moderna) vaccine, at the 

recommended 12 week interval

• Evidence shows the risk of developing VITT 

after a second dose of AstraZeneca is much 

lower than after the first dose

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronaviru
s/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_AZ_2nd_dose.pdf

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_AZ_2nd_dose.pdf


COVID-19 VACCINE AND CHILDREN

• Currently, Pfizer is the only vaccine authorized by the Government of 
Canada for those age 12 and older. Individuals must be 12 years old as of 
the date of their appointment

• At York Region clinics, individuals 13 years of age and under require a 
parent or legal guardian to provide consent at the time of the vaccination
• If a parent or legal guardian is unable to accompany their 12 and/or 

13-year-old child to the appointment they can complete and sign 
a consent form and send it with the child to the appointment

• Youth vaccination appointments can be booked at 
york.ca/covid19vaccine

Resources:
COVID-19 Vaccine Information Sheet: For Youth (age 12-17);
What youth need to know about their COVID-19 vaccine appointment

https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/65dc5f72-dc83-4537-a985-6aeb3209fa94/YORK-%2312512275-v1-COVID-19_Immunization_Consent.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nCaXw.S
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/covid-19/covid19vaccinationclinics/04covid19vaccinationclinics/!ut/p/z1/jY_PCsIwDIefxQeQpLVu3bHOP21VJog6e5FSUQuzE5UdfHrH2MWD05wS8iU_PjCQgwm28mf79GWwRT3vTXRQYqaknKPOGE9RYCY0jTlOEgK7BsAvJRDMP_cdgOl-r38F1Ab0vkyXZzA3-7z0fTiVkLuy8sc-SdqOJJV1zodG2xU-ePeAHNn35Q7MZ_JszRmqrY7FlmTI1KAFKGWRJClqlBlHNY1XwzGXBOe0BTrkbtdN_lqMEuVF7w08xRCU/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.YLYw7flKiUk
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_information_sheet_youth.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_what_youth_need_to_know.pdf


MYOCARDITIS AND PERICARDITIS FOLLOWING COVID-19 

mRNA VACCINATION
• PHAC Communique to Health Practitioners

• Reports of myocarditis and pericarditis following vaccination with COVID-19 mRNA vaccines have 
recently emerged

• There has been no clear association established between myocarditis/pericarditis and mRNA 
vaccines, and information to date is based on passive surveillance

• PHAC and Health Canada are monitoring very closely
• Should consider myocarditis and pericarditis in evaluation of acute chest pain or pressure, 

arrhythmias, shortness of breath of other clinically compatible symptoms after vaccination. You 
may consider further workup in consultation with the appropriate specialists, including ruling out 
other potential causes

• All cases of myocarditis and pericarditis are required to be reported as an adverse event following 
immunization (AEFI) to York Region Public Health:

• Complete an adverse event form, or download the form and complete, and 
fax the form to York Region Public Health at 905-898-5213, or call our Nurses Line at 1-877-464-
9675, ext. 73452

https://opseu.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Communique-to-health-practitioners-Myocarditis-pericarditis-June-3-2021-FINAL.pdf
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/eRepository/Report_Adverse_Event_Following_Immunization_Form_fillable.pdf
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/ad2c9b3e-f8bc-4495-a28c-583f0883c561/Report_Adverse_Event_Following_Immunization_Form_fillable.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=mLVPdPb


UPDATED NACI RECOMMENDATIONS (May 28) FOR IMMUNOSUPPRESED, 

AUTOIMMUNE CONDITION OR PREGNANT/BREASTFEEDING 

• NACI recommendations for those who are immunosuppressed, have an autoimmune 
condition, are pregnant or are breastfeeding are now the same as the recommendations for 
the general adult population.

• NACI preferentially recommends that a complete two-dose vaccine series with an mRNA 
COVID-19 vaccine (Pfizer or Moderna) should be offered to those who are 
immunosuppressed, have an autoimmune condition, are pregnant or are breastfeeding

• Individuals who are immunosuppressed from disease or treatment should be informed that they may have a 
reduced immune response to any authorized COVID-19 vaccine series

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines/summary-updated-statement-may-28-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines/summary-updated-statement-may-28-2021.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines/summary-updated-statement-may-28-2021.html


ROLLOUT OF VACCINES IN PRIMARY CARE 

• Moderna is now available to be distributed through primary 
care offices to anyone 18+

• 70 primary care offices in York Region are administering 
Moderna

• If you did not fill out the Primary Care Readiness Survey but 
wish to administer Moderna to your patients, please email 
heocliaison@york.ca



ONLINE ACCESS TO COVID-19 VACCINATION RECORDS FOR 

HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS

• If you are an authorized Ontario health care provider with 
access to one of the provincial clinical viewers 
(ConnectingOntario ClinicalViewer, ClinicalConnect™) you can 
now view your patients’ COVID-19 vaccination information 
through the Digital Health Drug Repository (DHDR)

For more information visit: eHealth Ontario

https://ehealthontario.on.ca/en/for-healthcare-professionals/connectingontario
https://info.clinicalconnect.ca/CC/
https://ehealthontario.on.ca/en/news/view/online-access-to-covid-19-vaccination-information-for-hcps


STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE VACCINE UPTAKE AMONG HCW

Engage Vaccine 
Champions

Educate staff though 
group discussions 
and having one on 
one conversations 

Make vaccine uptake 
visible

Partner with others 
as channels of 

influence

Communicate 
consistent key 

messages across 
multiple channels

Work towards racial 
equity

Support HCWs in 
getting the vaccine



TIPS FOR HAVING VACCINE RELATED CONVERSATIONS

• Be empathetic and respectful

• Address concerns, correct misinformation

• Provide strong recommendation

• Tell stories

• Frame in terms of positive gains, focus on individual and community 
benefits

• Be honest about side effects, highlight typical experience vs. rare 
events

• Talk through a specific plan

• Refer to credible sources: e.g. york.ca/COVID19VaccineInfo

COVID-19 Information for Health Professionals

http://www.york.ca/covid19vaccineinfo
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/healthprofessionals/covid-19informationforhealthprofessionals/!ut/p/z1/vZJBc4IwEIV_Sw8emWwCknhM0QqoaLVaycWhFpRWwGJqa399g2MPnVFsx1IOJGFe3u77WCTQFIk02MaLQMZZGqzU2RfmzOFtx7Y74PYNZgGHPncJZdBqYHS_F8CJhwMS5fcnSCCxnsePyA8ojgJKHjSKdVMzdBNrDyyiWh3MIDRIRIhZL9TzVK7lEvm7fDbPUhmmsga7LH9Wh42M5ev-wzJLQvUOg5Vcfq3rPIvCzWafbFODebaNHzXciNMoy5N9YrU5Ij2ELEkhyhm45ygozCTvWb2FYhHIpVa0hKbHWpn-vGtlGj-9vAiukBWc3iWa_icz8T11e8QMcCYu5RPcB8PRDwJCDNPGFrhg9xk4N3RQbzIbQ4ccBCVgffVj6EmwQ4Lut3H4hsZp0ewKjX45bPZXBcosbvM2DOBuTOG2RQ1mdnuD7hBfWOFMgIrt9UrtKVRrT6q1_xs4rgMW5sX46y0dOHEsdq27zPOqZe9Vy96rlr1X7dxPLoWzTsYJ03ea8JlsOE_1RTJrXnua724_Spcev7r6BIWCWxg!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.YL07uflKh3g


LINKS TO BOOKMARK
Centre for Effective Practice

COVID-19 Resource Centre -practical evidence for primary care

York Region

york.ca/healthprofessionals - health care provider specific page

york.ca/COVID19 - general COVID-19 page

Public Health Ontario

Report of Adverse Event Following Vaccination - form

Ministry of Health

COVID-19 Guidance for the Health Care Sector - Provincial COVID-19 guidance

COVID-19 Vaccine-Relevant Information and Planning Resources - Provincial vaccination guidance

https://cep.health/toolkit/covid-19-resource-centre/
http://www.york.ca/covid19
http://www.york.ca/covid19vaccine
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/A/2020/aefi-reporting-form.pdf?la=en
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/2019_guidance.aspx
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/covid19_vaccine.aspx


Q&A PERIOD



YORK.CA/HEALTHPROFESSIONALS



THANK YOU

Remember to sign up to Public Health Matters for:
• Today’s slides
• Follow up Q&As and
• Future webinar information

https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/healthprofessionals/enewsletterforhealthcareprofessionals/enewsletterforhealthcareprofessionals/!ut/p/z1/zZNfU4JAFMU_Sw8-MnuXBXd9XMkEUjTNP_DibLQqJaCwafbpQ7OZHsosYyYe2Lk7h3N3f_eAAjRGQSLW0UyoKE3Eoqj9oDpxeNOx7WtwOwazgEOHuzpl0KhhNNoL4IuHAwpO-f6IIDhuP0QBCpZhdI98TEKCTQEaw3egGfem0GoQYo2GUxB3BCRmbKcOE7VUc-Rvs0mYJkomqgLbNHssilxF6mm_MU9jWbylWKj5-7rM0qnM8z2ZvAIykZt8IZWS2TTN3iShyORvZMj9DlQxCT1rW-1ZcV2h5lqUTFM0_uRgaHxax1NlyI8eVquAF-B2tJ4VGv8rcqPdTD-ya_aZAc7QpXyIO2A45CDQdaNqYwtcsDsMnCvaNS-ZjeFaPwiOxMwvYkq_HE9PR6N1JDdokKRZXPw2_R-m0n7vQJnFbd6ELtwOKNw0qMGqrXa31cNndvjmAiXbk1LtKZRrr5dr_zdwXAcszHfxJw0CXHcsVicu87xy2XvlsvfKZe-Vm_vhuXCW8WAQM2IuZkzVnAdzFk8u657mu-uXo0ubX1y8AvQopwU!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.XwyzN5hKiUk

