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Accessibility of York Regional Forest Trails 
– report back requested November, 2008

Overview
Planned accessibility initiatives

Current accessibility initiatives

Implementation of Universal Trail 
Assessment Protocol (UTAP) 

Development of a fully accessible 
trail
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Planned Accessibility Initiatives

2008 – Staff identified four initiatives:

Implementation of the Universal Trail 
Assessment Protocol (UTAP) 
Improved marketing of Nature’s Classroom 
program 
Review of Regional Forest publications
Review of Regional Forest buildings
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Current Accessibility Initiatives

UTAP trails assessment
Completed for two trail loops – implementation

Regional Forest info and communications
Public displays will be reviewed and updated in 2009
Others reviewed as publications reprinted

Regional Forest buildings
Overall assessment of buildings, including 
accessibility in discussion
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Current Accessibility Initiatives

Universal Trail Assessment 
Protocol (UTAP) – Hollidge Tract 
Pilot – trail assessment complete

Assessment based on trail 
characteristics (grade, cross 
slope, width, surface, trail 
length)

Partnership between York 
Region and Oak Ridges Trail 
Association
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Universal Trail Assessment Protocol 
(UTAP) - status

Two trails in Hollidge Tract assessed in 2008
Review parking accessibility implications
Signs scheduled for installation in summer 2009
Monitor use
Set targets for other applications
e.g. ORTA 15km by 2009, 30 km by 2014, all 
new trails… (% vs target)
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Suggestion: strive for 2 fully accessible trails 
(YRAAC November 26th, 2008)

Fully accessible trails – definition?

Discussions with other jurisdictions and 
consultant - ongoing

Regional Forest Advisory Team -
supportive
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YRAAC Suggestion: strive for 2 fully 
accessible trails (November 26th, 2008)

NEXT STEPS:

Review pending AODA Built 
Environment Standards (have 
Version 2 Draft )

Parking and trail considerations

Demonstrate continuing 
progress towards removing 
barriers
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Thank You

Questions?


