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	Meeting Minutes



	Resident Workshop
Project 9420 – Ninth Line –Noise Barrier   
From Highway 407 to 16th Avenue 
	Date: July 8, 2010
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Centennial Community Centre
8600 McCowan Road, Markham

	Attendees







	RMY – Steve Collins (SC), Edward Chui (EC), Christopher Scott (CS), Sean Woods (SW), Lloyd Fernandes (LF), Phillip Brandon (PB), Chantelle Burgess (CB) 

Town of Markham – Deputy Mayor Jack Heath (JH), Regional Councilor Gordon Landon (GL), Ward 5 Councilor John Webster (JW)


AECOM – Lisa Cullens (LC), Frank Babic (FB) 




	Meeting Minutes


	ITEM No.
	ITEM DESCRIPTION
	ACTION BY

	1
	Introduction 7:00 pm – 7:30 pm
	

	
	· As residents arrived they were directed to view the prepared display boards outlining the project’s background, current status and the overall purpose of the workshop 

· SC introduced the project team, Region staff, Town of Markham council members, and AECOM consulting team. 
· SC gave a brief introduction of the project and identified the intent of the workshop
· The Noise Barrier project was initiated following the recent road improvements 

· The proposed Noise Barrier will be located on the existing Right of Way property Line

· Existing privacy fences along the property line will need to be removed, site specific trees will need to be removed or pruned, backyard structures (sheds, decks, etc) that are within close proximity to the property line may require relocation 

· The Region would like to constructively engage the property owners and receive feed back on the proposed design.
· The Region would like to obtain signed Permission to Enter Forms for each property owner that is to receive a Noise Barrier 

	Info

	2
	Question and Answer / Discussion Period 7:30 pm – 8:30 pm
	

	
	Website Discrepancy

· York Region website identifies that the project was tendered in Spring 2009 

· York Region indicated that this is not accurate and will be investigated 
Fence Construction & Design Details
· What material is being used for the noise barrier? 

· Pressure treated wood

· Cracks in fence amplify noise pollution, how will the fence be constructed to prevent this? 

· Fence will be constructed of 1” x 4” wood boards placed in two rows in a staggering formation (overlapping at each end) to obtain a continuous barrier with no spaces and/or cracks allowing sound to pass through 

· Thickness of fence is essentially 2” 

· Which direction is construction taking place; north to south end or vice versa? 

· These details will be determined prior to construction and will be constructed in a systematic format
· Will trees be removed? Will the property owner be compensated? What of size trees? 

· Trees will be removed only if necessary for the means of construction

· Where trees are being replaced, the width (diameter) of the replanted trees will be equal the width (diameter) of the trees being removed (e.g. 300mm existing tree will be replaced with 6 x 50mm trees)

· Sheds/structures in back yard? 

· Sheds/Structures may need to be relocated if we cannot work around it during construction.  These structures will be put back to its original location or as close to the fence as possible.
· How will the fence be connected to existing lateral property fences? 

· Fences will be tied in using similar material to the residents’ existing fence 

· New or recycled materials from the removed property fence will be used depending on the condition of the used materials. 

· What will the fence look like? Are there existing fences that can be seen for reference?

· Ninth line and Bathurst Street are the first two noise fences to be built by the Regional Municipality of York.  Sample photos of what the fence is anticipated to look like are displayed on the display boards. 
· Could other materials be used – stone/concrete? 

· York Region’s policy is to construct timber noise fences. 

· Hwy 407, McCowan Road south of Highway 7 fence, Bulock Drive – What material is used? 
· (GL) concrete product was used

· Will residents be notified when construction is taking place at their properties 

· Notifications will be sent out informing residents of the construction commencement and staging.
Fence Requirement

· As a property owner, Can I opt out of receiving the fence?  Do I have a choice? 
· (SC)The fence must be continuous and is being constructed as per the existing York Region Noise Policy & SOP’s in order to provide the noise reduction.
· (JH) Currently it is our understanding that the vast majority of residents would like the Noise Barrier.  However, should all of the residents backing along Ninth Line within the project limits rise up together and reject the construction of this fence.  The Region would re-consider providing the noise fence in this area.

Noise 

· Please describe decibels (Dba)?  Why was 6 Dba chosen for noise mitigation?
· Dba is the standard unit of measure for sound
· A typical conversation is recorded at 60 Dba.  A 6 Dba reduction is a level of sound reduction that would be noticeable to the human ear 
· Human ear can generally only pick up sound changes in 5 Dba or more
· Existing Noise Contributors:

· Buses 

· YRT and VIVA bus stops along Ninth Line between the project limits contributes to the high noise levels 

· Trucks 
· There is currently a truck restriction on Ninth Line north of Hwy 7.  However, trucks continue to use this corridor on a daily basis

· Increased enforcement of the by-law is requested 

· York Region has also committed to request the police to come out to enforce the speed and truck restriction.

· (GL) There is currently a road watch program in place. Sends warnings to violators, followed by a letter, and a ticket if the violation continues. 
· Collisions

· High speeds along Ninth Line, and improper signage increase risks of collisions

· (GL) Roadwork along Ninth line was just recently completed and increased signage is in the process of being implemented that should clarify the speed limits and road restrictions to road users

Gates

· Some residents currently have existing gates accessing Ninth Line from their rear yards
· Residents would like to maintain this access via a new gate. 
· May have legal precedent to maintaining this access if over 20 years of use. 
· Residents currently use this access to store items in the backyard, access transit, maintain boulevard.  
· York Region identified that although the noise fence will have the aesthetic appearance of a privacy fence, creating gates within the fence will introduce gaps in the structure, breaking the continuity of the fence and limit its function as a noise barrier. 

· (GL) Need to decide what is more important, reducing the noise levels or accessing Ninth Line directly through personal gates. 

· A resident commented that Bullock Drive (Markham) has gates along the fence  
· (JH) Residents can rise together to request a beautification committee that maintains Ninth Line’s vegetation/landscape
	

	3
	· Action Items
	

	
	· Signage 

· Enforcement (Trucks, Speeding)
· Consult with other property owners that could not attend this workshop
	Info


	4
	· Conclusion
	

	
	· Residents reconvened in their assigned groups to further discuss the above mentioned questions, and any other issues with the Regional Municipality of York staff at their respective tables, Town of Markham Council members or AECOM consulting team members 
· Signed Permission to Enter forms and comment sheets were handed back, residents who wished to have more time to review have received an addressed/stamped envelope to send back to the Regional Municipality of York .
	


These Minutes of Meeting represent the writer’s understanding of the topics discussed.  Please advise of any errors or omissions in the minutes as distributed.
Minutes prepared by:  Chantelle Burgess / Christopher Scott
Distribution;    
All present 
CB/cs
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