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PURCHASING AND USING A STERILIZER

Sterilization is mandatory for equipment/tools that are directly part of an invasive procedure (i.e. tools used for tattooing, micro-pigmentation, body piercing and electrolysis)

1) Contact a supplier that sells “dry heat” or “steam autoclave” sterilizers.  A good start is to look in the yellow pages under “Beauty Salons – Equipment and Supplies,” “Hospital Equipment and Supplies” or “Laboratory Equipment, Supplies and Services.”   Prices will vary.
2) Ensure the sterilizer is commercially approved.  It should comply with the CSA model code for safe electrical standards (i.e. fire and shock).  Several agencies accredit this designation.  To date, these are the symbols that will be accepted on sterilizers as having met the requirements of the CSA model code:
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In addition, acceptable labels from any of the above laboratories may include a reference to complying with “CSA Model Code SPE-1000 and Canadian Electrical Code Part 1.”  These identifying symbols/references verify that the item you have purchased has been tested to meet electrical safety standards and code requirements.  

3) Once you have purchased an approved sterilizer you must equip yourself with the tools necessary to monitor the effectiveness of your sterilizer:

a) Instrument packaging:  Instruments must be packaged prior to being run through a sterilizer cycle.  Once the sterilizer has completed its cycle the packaging will protect the sterile instruments until they are required for a service.  Ensure that the type of packaging you use is specific to the type of sterilizer you own.

b) Temperature sensitive indicator:   These indicators may be embedded in the instrument packaging or may be sold separately as strips where packaging does not incorporate a colour indicator.  Strips, if used, must be included in each package of instruments you sterilize.  Ensure that the type of strip you use is specific to the type of sterilizer you own.
c) Each time you use your sterilizer you must log the date, length of the cycle, pressure (if applicable), temperature or numerical setting and the signature of the staff member running the cycle. This log must be available for review by the health inspector.
d) Each month you are required to complete a “spore strip test.”  You will also need to perform this test prior to using a new sterilizer or after the repair of a used machine. You must know what kind of sterilizer you have (i.e. dry heat or steam autoclave) so that you can purchase the right type of spore strip test for your sterilizer.
PURCHASING AND USING A STERILIZER

e) For your convenience, York Region has put together a chart with various laboratories that sell and process spore test strips.  Additional laboratories can be found in the telephone book. 
4)   Ensure you read and understand all the information and instructions supplied with your sterilizer before you run the first trial run.  Once you have read through and met all of the outlined criteria you are ready to make your first test run with the spore strip test. Place the spore strip test inside the instrument packaging which contains a temperature sensitive indicator or a temperature sensitive strip.  Place the test inside the sterilizer and run the machine without including any equipment.
5)   Once the sterilizer has completed its run, carefully open the sterilizer.  Look at the temperature sensitive strip or temperature sensitive packaging to ensure it has changed colours. Repeat the test run two more times using a new spore strip test each time. Record the date, length of the cycle, pressure, temperature/ numerical setting and the signature of the staff member running the cycle.  Send all three spore strip tests to the laboratory for processing.  

6)   Once results from your spore test have returned from the laboratory, you must look for “100% spore kill” or NEGATIVE test results on the report. This indicates sterilizer is operating properly.

a) 7)   In the event that you receive a failed or Positive “spore strip” test, the following requirements must be met:

a) Report failed test to York Region Health Services immediately to a Public Health Inspector, by calling Health Connection at 1-800-361-5653. 

b) Repair sterilizer.
c) Provide alternative means for sterilization or stop services that are invasive in nature, or use single-use disposable instruments.

d) Prior to re-use of a repaired sterilizer, or use of a new sterilizer, you must obtain three consecutive “passed” spore strip test results from an accredited laboratory. 

e) Test results must be provided to York Region Health Services for review, prior to resuming use of the sterilizer.

f) Reprocess all implements that were sterilized during the time of the failed test prior to re-use.

It is important that all these steps be followed to ensure that the equipment you are using on your client is STERILE.
For more information contact

York Region Health Services Health Connection
1-800-361-5653
May-05
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