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What is the role of The Regional Municipality of York Sewer Use Bylaw?

• Regulate the discharge of sewage, storm water and land drainage
• Applies to all direct or indirect discharges to storm or sanitary sewers and land drainage  
 works in York Region, focusing mainly on industrial, commercial, and institutional
 facilities (limits and restrictions also apply to residential discharges)

Why do we need a Sewer Use Bylaw?

• Protect the public, municipal workers and property from hazardous conditions
• Protect sewers from corrosion, obstruction or other damage
• Prevent operational process upsets and breakdowns
• Protect the environment from contaminants
• Achieve optimum wastewater efficiency
• Maintain water pollution control plant compliance with provincial operating and 
 treatment requirements

How does York Region enforce the Sewer Use Bylaw? 

• Enforcement officers inspect, monitor and obtain  discharge 
 samples from businesses in York Region
• York Region responds to situations of non-compliance with the bylaw
• Non-compliance with the bylaw may require a business to enter into a 
 compliance program or develop a pollution prevention plan to bring 
 discharge into compliance
• Contraventions may result in prosecution under the bylaw
•  Businesses are required to submit waste survey reports to York Region, which provide  
 enforcement officers with a better understanding of discharges and assist in monitoring of  
 industrial, commercial and institutional facilities

Sewer Use Bylaw No. 5-0064-2005-009 was 
replaced by Sewer Use Byaw No. 2011-56 on 
November 17, 2011.  To read the full Sewer 
Use Bylaw and to access Discharger 
Information Reports, please visit 
www.york.ca/seweruse

Should you have any questions 

please email sewerusebylaw@york.ca

DID YOU KNOW?

Enforcement officers are authorized to 
enter the premises of businesses within 

York Region without prior notification.

Installation of new and replacement of 
existing food waste grinders will be 

prohibited effective November 17, 2012, 
under Sewer Use Bylaw 2011-56. 

Diluting discharge which would 
otherwise contravene the Sewer Use 

Bylaw is prohibited. 

The Sewer Use Bylaw requires interceptor 
maintenance records be retained on site 
and made available to York Region staff 

immediately upon request. 

Dischargers must notify York Region in the 
event of a spill to a sewage works.

In certain cases, a business may be 
permitted to enter a surcharge agreement 

with York Region to manage discharge. 

There will be a rate and fee increase in 
January 2012.

 
What You Can Do

Small amounts of cooking oil can be 

placed in the  Green Bin.  It is recommended 

that cooking oil be added along with 

something that is absorbent, such as bread 

or paper towels. 

A good practice to ensure that no oil goes 

down the drain is to wipe excess oil from 

your pots and pans with a paper towel before 

washing. The oil soaked paper towel can 

then go in the Green Bin.

NEW! York Region is now

collecting cooking oil from   
 

residents to be recycled 

into biodiesel. 

BELOW IS A LIST OF OIL TYPES ACCEPTED 

FOR RECYCLING:

Cooking Oil Facts

Costly sewage pipe repairs take  place each 

year in The Regional Municipality of York due to 

fat, oil and grease washed down the drain.  This

has a significant impact on our municipal 

infrastructure and can pose serious health 

and environmental hazards.

Therefore, it is crucial to never pour fat, oil or 

grease down your drain.

ACCEPTED:

• Sesame oil

• Sunflower oil

• Vegetable oil
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