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YONGE SUBWAY EXTENSION 

- FUNDING FOR CONCEPTUAL DESIGN ASSIGNMENT 
 

The Finance and Administration Committee recommends the adoption of the 
recommendations contained in the following report dated September 10, 2009, 
from the President of the York Region Rapid Transit Corporation and the 
Commissioner of Finance. 

 
 

1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that: 
 
1. Council authorize the reassignment of $4.31 million from within existing approved 

funding to fund York Region’s share of the Yonge Subway Extension conceptual 
design assignment and change the source of funding from debt to a contribution from 
the general capital reserve fund. 

 
2. The York Region Rapid Transit Corporation endeavor to recover these costs from 

senior levels of government.  
 
 

2. PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this report is to obtain Council’s approval to reassign $4.31 million in 
2009 budget funds from the capital reserve to undertake the Yonge Subway Extension 
conceptual design assignment. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND  
 
The Yonge Subway Extension has received approval for the EA Transit Project 
Assessment Process 
 
The Yonge Subway Extension Transit Project Assessment Process received Minister of 
Environment approval on April 7, 2009.  York Region, in consultation with the TTC and 
the City of Toronto, formally initiated the Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP) for 
the Yonge Subway Extension in October, 2008.  The costs associated with the TPAP and 
production of the Environmental Project Report was entirely funded by York Region. 
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A budget of $3.24 million has been established 
 
On June 21, 2007, Council approved an interim budget of $3,000,000 from the general 
capital reserve to commence an environmental assessment and preliminary engineering 
for the Yonge Street Subway extension to Richmond Hill Centre.  On April 23, 2009, 
Council authorized an allocation of $240,000 from the general capital reserve fund to 
cover incremental environmental assessment costs associated with the Environmental 
Project Report.  Work programmes were awarded to McCormick Rankin and York 
Consortium 2002 to complete this work.   
 
Metrolinx requires additional analysis to support the Benefits Case Analysis 
 
Metrolinx has received the Benefits Case Analysis for the Yonge Subway.  The 
Metrolinx board subsequently directed Metrolinx staff to undertake additional analysis 
which will examine possible adjustments to the Yonge Subway project scope, including 
its timing and possibly phasing.  Additional conceptual design work and network 
planning will be required in order to address issues that may arise out of Metrolinx’ 
analysis. 
 
 

4. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 
 

Funding is not yet committed for the Yonge Subway 
 

No funding has been committed yet by Metrolinx for any portion of the Yonge Subway 
Extension.  The additional analysis resulting from the Business Case Analysis is to be 
completed and reported to the Metrolinx board by the end of 2009.  If the Yonge Subway 
Extension is to keep moving forward then the current required funding will have to come 
from York Region and the TTC. 
 
The TTC has released the Request for Proposals for the conceptual design 
assignment 

 
The TTC has released the RFP with the stipulation that the award of the project will be 
subject to receiving funding approval from both the TTC and YRRTC.  The proposals are 
due to be submitted on September 8, 2009.  The proposals will be evaluated jointly by 
TTC staff and YRRTC staff. 
 
The President of the York Region Rapid Transit Corporation will recommend to the 
Rapid Transit Board on September 10, 2009 that the Yonge Subway Extension 
conceptual design proceed (see Council Attachment 1). 
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5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Cost share for YRRTC is 75% of total cost of study estimated at $5.75 million 
 
The total estimated cost of the conceptual design study is $5.75 million.  York Region’s 
share of 75% is calculated based on the percentage of the total alignment that will be 
within York Region vs. within Toronto.  The upset limit for YRRTC for this work is 
$4.31 million. 
 
Funds for this study can be reallocated from within existing approved funding.  Tax levy 
debenture proceeds in the amount of $5.3 million were carried forward from 2008 but 
will not be required as a result of funding from MoveOntario2020 QuickWins. Given the 
nature of this project and the potential to recover these costs from other governments in 
the future, it is recommended that the source of funding be changed from debt to a 
contribution from the general capital reserve fund. 
 
Staff will endeavor to recover all costs associated with the Yonge subway extension from 
senior levels of government. 
 
 

6. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
The Yonge Subway Extension is being closely coordinated with local planning, economic 
development and public works activities.  

 
 

7. CONCLUSION 
 
The Metrolinx Board has directed Metrolinx staff to undertake additional analysis which 
will examine possible adjustments to project scope, timing or phasing of the Yonge 
Subway Extension.  The total estimated cost of the conceptual design study is $5.75 
million of which York Region’s share of 75% is $4.31 million.  Funds for this study can 
be reallocated from within existing approved funding. It is recommended that the source 
of funding be changed from debt to a contribution from the general capital reserve fund. 
Staff will endeavor to recover all costs associated with the Yonge subway extension from 
senior levels of government. 
 
For more information on this report, please contact Mary-Frances Turner, President, York 
Region Rapid Transit Corporation at 905-886-6767 ext 1010. 

 
(The one attachment referred to was included in the agenda for the September 10, 2009 
meeting.) 

 










