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SHARPS CONTAINERS

If you use syringes, needles, credo blades or razors these are considered “sharps”.  It is important you dispose of them safely, so that they do not put others at risk

Steps to Safe Disposal:

It is a requirement (Ontario Ministry of Health) to dispose of all “sharps” which contact the skin into an “approved sharps container”.  

1) Obtain a sharps container from a pharmacy or esthetic supplier (call before you go to ensure they carry the item). These containers are specifically designed to contain needles (e.g. electolysis or lancets for facials) or any razors in a manner that prevents them from falling out once placed inside.  The containers are puncture resistant and leak proof.  They can be identified by the universal biohazard symbol and labeling that states “Biomedical Waste/Dechets Biomedicaux”.  
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2) When your container is full it must be disposed of properly as “biomedical waste”.  The container must not be thrown away with your regular garbage pickup.  Disposal must be arranged with your supplier, local pharmacy or an approved waste disposal company.  Typically there is a disposal fee charged.  Both the cost associated with the purchase and disposal is minimal.

Recommendations for Safe Handling of Needles:

· Never re-cap used needles

· Dispose of used sharps into a marked sharps container immediately after use

· Never fill a container more than three-quarters full.
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