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York Region Community and Health Services is mandated to inspect all childcare centres
to ensure compliance with food safety regulations, infection control and safe water standards.

This fact sheet is provided for information and guidance to childcare centre operators.

Craft materials

To ensure optimum safety for the children at your child care centre, special consideration must be given
to the materials that are being used for crafts.

The following are recommendations for using craft materials:

f Ensure that toxic products are not used for crafts (i.e., labels indicating “keep out of reach of
children”). Examples of these include: laundry detergent, starch based laundry products,
shaving cream and plaster of paris.

' Non-toxic products should be treated with the same caution as any chemical product. It is highly
recommended to use materials that have the Certified Products Seal and/or the Approved
Products Seal of the Art and Craft Materials Institute.

f Avoid items that can create dust like powdered clay, chalk or dry-erase markers. Use talc-free,
premixed clay, dustless chalk and crayons.

f  Avoid permanent felt-tip markers which may contain toxic solvents.

{ Toilet paper rolls, egg cartons and trays (e.g. styrofoam meat trays) previously used to store
hazardous food items should not to be used for crafts as they cannot be properly cleaned and
disinfected.

f  Use styrofoam material with caution, it may present a choking hazard for small children.

f  Use balloons with discretion. They are one of the leading non-food causes of choking death in
children.

f Discard grains, cereal products and play dough after one week of use. If they become wet,
discard immediately.

Reminder: Always ensure that children properly wash their hands once the craft has been
completed.
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Toy Cleaning and Disinfection

Toys are important to a child’s growth and development. However, they can also provide a route for
spreading common childhood infections, such as gastroenteritis, pink eye, hand foot and mouth disease,
ring worm, chicken pox and even the common cold. One of the most important steps for reducing illness
and the spread of disease is regular cleaning and disinfection of surfaces. Toys that are frequently
handled or mouthed are those most likely to be contaminated. Regular cleaning and disinfection is
mandatory on a weekly basis. During an outbreak toys must be cleaned and disinfected daily.

Step 1 Only toys that can be cleaned and disinfected are permitted for use.

Step 2 Inspect all toys to ensure there are no loose small parts or broken jagged
edges that can pose a safety hazard.

Step 3 Minimize the sharing and mouthing of toys between children. Once a

child has mouthed a toy, it must be cleaned and disinfected.

Step 4 Toys must be cleaned by scrubbing with soap and water. A brush must
be used when cleaning toys that have small crevices.

Step 5 Rinse toys in clean water.

Step 6 Soak toys in a disinfectant solution, for a minimum of ten minutes or
follow manufacturer’'s recommendations.

Step 7 Air dry toys or dry with clean paper towel and store in a clean area.

Step 8 Large toys must be cleaned by spraying with a soap and water solution,

rinsing and then spraying with a disinfectant solution. Allow a ten minute
contact time or follow manufactures recommendations. Wipe with clean
paper towel or air dry.

Step 9 Only washable stuffed or cloth toys are permitted for use. These toys
are to be laundered weekly or when visibly soiled.
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Water Play Tables

Water play tables are fun for children but they can be a way that infections are spread from one child to
another. If you use water play tables in your centre, the following procedures are recommended:

e Fill with fresh municipal water daily.

e Ensure that staff and children wash their hands before and after using the water play table.

e Children that have experienced diarrhea or vomiting and have not yet been sent home should not
be allowed to use the water play table.

e Do not use water play tables during an outbreak of communicable disease in your centre.

e Empty or drain water play tables after each play session and then disinfect. Leave empty until
next use.

e Alltoys used in the water play table should be cleaned and disinfected after each use, or more
frequently if necessary.
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