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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO: Environmental Services Committee  
 
FROM: Erin Mahoney, Commissioner Environmental Services 
 
DATE: October 14, 2009 
 
RE: Solid Waste Advocacy – Review of Policy Documents 
 
In July and August 2009, staff from the Environmental Promotion and Protection Branch, Solid Waste 
Management business unit reviewed and provided comment on four external policy documents 
advocating for extended producer responsibility.  
 
On July 22, 2009, comments from York Region staff and local municipalities were provided to the 
Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation of Canada on their draft Industry Steward Plan for the 
collection and processing of all battery types in Ontario. Due to the fact that municipalities currently 
receive reimbursement for batteries collected at their depots under the Municipal Hazardous or Special 
Waste Program and Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment programs, concern was expressed by 
York Region and local municipal staff on the role of the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation of 
Canada in the collection of batteries in Ontario. Staff have stressed the need for harmonization of 
programs to ensure that necessary municipal funding remains intact and that any future services be equal 
to or better than the services currently being offered to municipalities with respect to battery collection. 
Once Waste Diversion Ontario has received the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation of Canada’s 
Industry Steward Plan, it will be their decision whether or not the Rechargeable Battery Recycling 
Corporation of Canada will become involved in Ontario battery collection on their behalf.  
 
On August 7, 2009, York Region staff comments were prepared for two Canadian Council of the 
Ministers of Environment discussion documents; namely the Canada-wide Strategy for Extended 
Producer Responsibility and the Canada-wide Strategy for Sustainable Packaging. York Region staff 
submitted comments and distributed the final comment documents to all 9 local municipalities for their 
information. York’s staff comments stressed the importance of embracing the broadest definition of 
extended producer responsibility possible to achieve “cradle to grave” producer responsibility for product 
packaging. Staff also emphasized the need for national packaging standards and implementation of a life 
cycle assessment protocol to strive for continuous waste prevention. Canadian Council of the Ministers of 
Environment is comprised of the 14 environment ministers from the federal, provincial and territorial 
governments that meet annually to discuss national environmental priorities with a focus on issues that 
are national in scope and that require collective attention by a number of governments. Canadian Council 
of the Ministers of Environment task groups have produced these documents in an attempt to create a 
harmonized approach to extended producer responsibility across Canada, including the promotion of 
more sustainable packaging choices.   
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Solid Waste Advocacy – Review of Policy Documents 
 
 
On August 7, 2009, comments were submitted to the Ontario Ministry of the Environment on the Revised 
Phase 1 and 2 Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Program Plan as outlined in Report Number 5 
of the October 2009 Environmental Services Committee entitled Phase 2 of Ontario’s Waste Electronics 
Stewardship Plan.  
 
On August 28, 2009, comments were submitted to the Ontario Ministry of the Environment on the 
Consolidated Municipal Hazardous or Special Waste program plan posted for 30 days on the 
Environmental Registry July 31, 2009. The consolidated program plan primarily targets waste from 
homes and small businesses and adds additional materials such as rechargeable batteries, fluorescent 
lamps, pharmaceuticals and syringes to the existing program and wastes that are corrosive, toxic, and 
flammable in nature. York Region and local municipal staff requested clarification on the role of extended 
producer responsibility in the short and long term as this initiative has the potential to impact municipal 
waste management of municipal hazardous or special waste significantly. York Region and local 
municipal staff are supportive of the core objectives of the consolidated Municipal Hazardous or Special 
Waste program plan as long as necessary municipal funding remains the same to operate collection depots 
effectively and programs are harmonized to promote efficiency. The Minister approved the consolidated 
Municipal Hazardous or Special Waste Plan September 22, 2009 for implementation July 1, 2010. 
 
York Region staff support extended producer responsibility as an environmental policy approach whereby 
the full life cycle costs of managing product and packaging wastes are the responsibility of the 
manufacturer or first importer rather than municipalities and taxpayers. York Region staff stressed the 
importance of clearly defining extended producer responsibility to the broadest extent possible, starting 
with conception, design, development to production, usage and finally handling of end-of-life goods and 
packaging. Since extended producer responsibility, including sustainable packaging, has the potential to 
significantly impact municipal waste management, a request was made to include York Region and our 
local municipalities in future discussions.  
 
These recent responses were prepared by Solid Waste Management staff and will be the basis for 
continuation of York Region’s advocacy for sustainable waste management services.  
 
 
 
 
Erin Mahoney 
Commissioner of Environmental Services 
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