Speeding offences                                            
Speed has been reduced on your charge

If you have been charged with speeding and the officer has reduced the rate of speed on your ticket and you have come to Court for trial, you now have several options of which you must choose one.  Your options are as follows:

1) You can pay the total payable amount shown on your ticket in order to take the benefit of the reduced speeding charge. A conviction will appear on your driving record but there are no demerit points added to your driving record if the speed alleged is 15 KPH over the speed limit or a lesser amount; 
2) You can have a trial, in which case the prosecutor will tell you the original rate of speed that you are alleged to have been going before the trial starts. At trial the prosecutor may ask the Court to amend the speed to the actual rate observed by the officer or recorded by the radar or laser device, which the court can do under s. 34 of the Provincial Offences Act. You then run the risk that the court may amend the charge to a higher rate of speed based on the evidence the court accepts.

3) Having been told by the Prosecutor that the Court may amend the speed back up and that there are potentially more severe consequences, you may ask the Court to adjourn your trial to another date so that you may obtain independent legal advice before you decide which option to exercise (i.e. pay the ticket or have a trial).

You should be aware that the court may find you guilty and convict you of the actual rate of speed you were travelling over the speed limit, based on the evidence presented at trial.  For example, if your charge is speeding, 60 kph in a 50 kph zone, and the officer testifies that your actual rate of speed was 80 kph in a 50 kph zone, the court can amend the charge to reflect the actual rate of speed and enter a conviction for speeding at 80 kph in a 50 kph zone. You would have gone from a charge with no demerit points and a total payable of $40.00 to an offence with 4 demerit points and a total payable of $265.00.

Speed has not been reduced on your charge

If you have been charged with speeding and the officer has not reduced the alleged rate of speed, you can speak to the prosecutor about a possible resolution to the charge to speeding at a lesser rate of speed. If you and the prosecutor do agree to a guilty plea to a lesser rate of speed, you must admit that you were exceeding the posted speed limit by at least the amount to which you are pleading guilty.
Demerit points

The prosecutor and the justice of the peace have no power to waive the demerit points. They are automatically imposed under a regulation and are based on the rate of speed over the speed limit at which you are convicted. The demerit points for speeding are as follows:

	KPH over the limit
	Demerit Points

	1 – 15
	0

	16 – 29
	3

	30 - 49
	4

	50 or more
	6
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