
W H AT  I S  G R A S S C Y C L I N G ?

Grasscycling is the recycling of grass by leaving

clippings on the lawn after mowing. Grass

clippings break down in a few days and return

nutrients to the soil.

T O O L S  T O  T A C K L E  Y O U R  Y A R D  W A S T E

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR BROCHURES ABOUT LEAF MULCHING AND COMPOSTING

LEAF MULCHING

Leaf mulching is the process
of shredding leaves with a
lawnmower and using them
as mulch on your gardens 
and lawn.

COMPOSTING

Composting is the natural
breakdown of food and yard
waste into a nutrient-rich
material.

QQuueessttiioonnss?? 
Please contact York Region at
990055--889955--11220000 and press 3 for
Solid Waste Management or visit
wwwwww..yyoorrkk..ccaa

T O O L S  T O  T A C K L E  Y O U R  Y A R D  W A S T E T O O L S  T O  T A C K L E  Y O U R  Y A R D  W A S T E

Printed using leading-edge environmentally friendly
waterless print technology and paper that is 50% recycled
fibre, 15% post consumer, plus chlorine and acid free.



WHY GRASSCYCLE?

LLaawwnn EEnnrriicchhmmeenntt 
Grasscycling supplies lawns with nutrients to support
healthy growth. Grass clippings contain nitrogen,
potassium and phosphorus. Studies have shown that
grasscycling can reduce fertilizer requirements by as
much as 30%.

SSaavvee TTiimmee aanndd EEnneerrggyy 
There is no need to rake and bag your grass.

WWaatteerr CCoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn 
Grass clippings retain moisture which means that less
watering is required.

BBaannnneedd ffrroomm LLaannddffiillll 
If grass is found in regular garbage sent to Michigan
landfills, the entire load of garbage can be rejected at
a significant cost to Regional tax payers.

ALTERNATIVES  TO GRASSYCYCLING

� Compost your grass clippings. Mix clippings with
leaves or shredded paper to keep the grass well
aerated and free from odours.

� Spread grass clippings on your garden as mulch in
thin layers (2.5 cm or 1 inch).

� Take your grass clippings to Miller Waste Systems 
at 1351 Bloomington Road in the Town of
Richmond Hill.

T O O L S  T O  T A C K L E  Y O U R  Y A R D  W A S T E

GRASSCYCLING T IPS

� Take care not to cut more than one third of the
grass blade at a time.

� Keep your mower blade sharp.
� Set your mower blade to 6 cm (2.5 inches) high.
� Cut once or twice a week before the grass is too long.
� Water deeply only once a week to prevent

excessive growth.
� Mow grass when dry to prevent clumping.
� If your lawnmower bags grass clippings, remove 

the bag to spread clippings evenly over the lawn.
� You may be able to convert your mower to a

mulching mower by purchasing a mulching blade
retrofit kit which is available at hardware stores and
garden centres. Mulching blades chop up grass
many times, producing very short clippings.

� If you use a lawn service, ask them to grasscycle.

GRASSCYCLING MYTHS

MMYYTTHH –– GGrraassssccyycclliinngg CCaauusseess TThhaattcchh
Thatch is an accumulation of dead roots and stems
most often caused by over-watering or over-
fertilizing. Grass clippings decompose quickly and 
do not cause thatch.
MMYYTTHH –– GGrraassssccyycclliinngg SSpprreeaaddss LLaawwnn DDiisseeaassee 
Watering, fertilization and mower blade sharpness
have much more influence on the occurrence of 
lawn disease than grasscycling.
MMYYTTHH –– CClliippppiinnggss wwiillll bbee UUnnssiigghhttllyy
Cut properly, clippings are virtually unnoticeable.
Almost all grasscyclers find their clippings 
disappear within 3 days after cutting. 
Slightly longer breakdown times will occur 
later in the growing season 
as temperatures and the 
moisture content of 
clippings decline.

Questions? Please call 905-895-1200 and press 3 or visit www.york.ca


