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E. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

E.1 PURPOSE 
 
York Region has had the greatest proportional increase in population and 
employment amongst the four suburban regions of the Greater Toronto 
Area over the past 10 years.  Within the 2031 planning horizon, the 
population of the Region is forecast to increase from the current 921,000 
residents (as of January 2006) to 1.5 million residents, while employment is 
estimated to increase from the existing 468,000 jobs (as of January 2006) 
to 780,000 jobs (the 2031 population and employment forecasts are 
sourced from Ontario Places to Grow). 
 
The Places to Grow, Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe was 
released in June 2006 and is established under the provisions of the Places 
to Grow Act (June 13, 2005).  The Growth Plan implements the Provinces’ 
vision for managing growth and developing stronger communities.  The 
Growth Plan provides detailed strategies and policy directions that promote 
transit-supportive densities and a healthy mix of residential and 
employment land uses, as well as identifying and supporting a 
transportation network that links urban centres using efficient public transit 
and highway systems for moving people and goods.  The Plan allows the 
government to designate geographic growth areas and work with local 
officials to develop growth plans that meet specific regional needs, while 
respecting the greenbelt. 
 
The purpose of the project can be summarized as: 

�  Providing improved public transit infrastructure and service in the 
northern sector of the Regional network’s primary north-south corridor 
capable of producing significant increases in transit ridership both within 
the corridor and across the network and regional boundary.  This 
objective will be supported by interconnection with other corridors and 
GTA transit systems such as GO Transit and the Toronto Transit 
Commission (TTC); 

�  Developing a balanced transportation system in the corridor by the 
implementation of transit infrastructure and associated road 
improvements in conjunction with the Region’s road enhancement 
commitments identified in the TMP.  This will include integrated design 
and operational solutions for both transit facilities and road widening 
where these occur on common sections of road right-of-way, e.g. 
Yonge Street in the Newmarket Regional Centre; and 

�  Integrating improved public transit facilities in a manner that improves 
and enriches streetscapes with new amenities by using a holistic urban 

design approach to support the Region’s goals for higher density, 
mixed-use, transit-oriented development along the corridor in 
accordance with approved official plans. 

 

E.2 STUDY AREA 
 
The proposed geographic limits of the study area for the North Yonge 
Street Corridor Public Transit and Associated Road Improvements Class 
EA are shown in Figure E-1 , in the context of the overall York Rapid Transit 
Plan. The area is generally centred along the Yonge Street Corridor and 
bounded by Bathurst Street to the west, and Highway 404 to the east.  The 
southern limit of the study area is 19th Avenue/Gamble Road in the Town of 
Richmond Hill while the northern limit is Green Lane in the Town of East 
Gwillimbury. 
 

E.3 PROJECT INITIATION 
 
On August 8, 2005, the Region, as Proponent of the York Region Rapid 
Transit Plan, obtained Ministry of the Environment (MOE) approval of the 
Terms of Reference (ToR) for an Environmental Assessment (EA) of the 
proposed public transit and associated road improvements in the North 
Yonge Street Corridor, the northern portion of the primary north-south 
corridor in the Plan.  In accordance with Clause 6.2 of the Ontario 
Environmental Assessment Act, the Region initiated an Individual EA to 
fulfil its obligations under Clause 3 of the Act. 
 
In September 2007, The Ministry of the Environment approved a new 
Municipal Engineers Association (MEA) Municipal Class EA process 
(October 2000, as amended 2007) for municipal infrastructure including for 
the first time transit projects within the Class EA process together with 
transition provisions to allow projects already underway to be completed 
using the newly approved Municipal Class EA process.  With this option 
available, York Region decided to complete the North Yonge Street 
Corridor EA study under this new Class EA process (Schedule C project).  
The public and stakeholders were notified of this decision in March 2008. 
 

E.4 ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS 
 
The alternatives to the Undertaking or the alternative transportation 
solutions that could be considered to respond to the Region’s mobility 
needs and Official Plan objectives are outlined in Section 3.1.  The 
evaluation of alternative transportation solutions is outlined in Section 3.3.3 
with the preferred alternative being the York Region Rapid Transit 
Corridor Initiatives . 
 

Based on the analysis of transportation needs conducted for the 2002 York 
Region Transportation Master Plan (TMP), the widening of Yonge Street 
from four lanes to six lanes between Mulock Drive and Green Lane has 
been included as a “current commitment” in the foregoing evaluation of 
transportation improvement solutions within the project study area.  As 
noted in Table 4-4, the preferred solution is the Yonge Street Road 
Capacity Improvements Solution.  This solution is actually part of the 
current commitments outlined in Chapter 3. 
 

E.5 ALTERNATIVE DESIGNS 
 
Chapter 6 describes the analysis and initial screening of the alternative 
design concepts for improving public transit in the study area.  The initial 
screening resulted in specific route alternatives being carried forward for 
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further evaluation (Section 6.1.1.4).  The existing conditions related to the 
route alternatives is described in Chapter 7. 
 
The route alternatives were developed for each segment within the study 
area, as outlined in Chapter 8.  The project was divided into three segments 
corresponding to the municipalities within the study area: Richmond Hill, 
Aurora and Newmarket/East Gwillimbury. 
 

E.6 PREFERRED DESIGN 
 
Figure E-2  summarizes the overall alignment and station locations for the 
project  .The preferred design, included in Chapter 10 for the project 
includes: 
 
�  A median rapidway along Yonge Street, from 19th Avenue in Richmond 

Hill to Green Lane in East Gwillimbury, with the exception of a 
constrained segment within Aurora, from Henderson Drive to Orchard 
Heights, where transit service will run in mixed traffic as it is today. 

�  A median rapidway along two routes east of Yonge Street, one along 
Green Lane to the East Gwillimbury GO Terminal and the other along 
Davis Drive to the Southlake Regional Health Centre and then in mixed 
traffic east of the hospital to Hwy 404. 

�  An interim stage along Yonge Street, from Davis Drive to Green Lane, 
where HOV lanes are proposed as a pre-cursor to ultimate median 
rapidway. 

�  Associated road improvements including intersection turning lanes are 
included as part of the undertaking to address local traffic operational 
needs. 

 

E.7 NOTICE OF COMPLETION 
 
The Notice of Completion for this Class EA is dated December 4, 2008 and 
identifies the public review period from December 5, 2008 to January 9, 
2009. 
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