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The Community Tower
1 Saddlecreek Drive, Markham



The Community Towers is a vision for an aff ordable and self-sustainable community living in York Region. As a response to the housing aff ordability in 
York Region, The Community Towers propose a type of self-sustainable housing typology. The architecture design celebrates and unifi es the diversity 
of lifestyles and the growth of the urban City of Markham.

As the housing aff ordability becomes a challenge for York Region citizens, how can a development provide a type of housing that remains aff ordable 
for citizens in the long term? The Community Towers is a mixed-use housing development that aims to provide sustainable housing for the future of 
the region. The project is located at the heart of City of Markham with access to: Yonge Street, Finch TTC Station (20 minutes), Richmond Hill VIVA and 
GO station (5 minutes). The project works in hand with the City of Markham’s city-building initiatives as a project along the Highway 7 Regional 
Corridor- the city’s new main street. The site location is not only sustained by many existing amenities of community center, adjacent offi  ce complexes 
and shopping centers but the project itself will be a provider of community services itself. 

The Community Towers consists of 2 levels of public and private amenities and 2 residential towers. The concept of the design is to create a housing 
complex in which one’s everyday needs can be catered: live, work and play. The Towers embeds itself into the neighborhood with public amenities on 
the ground fl oor; shops, clinics, supermarket, offi  ces and daycare. Thus the sense of community and unity is a focus of the project in which garden 
spaces are available for communal gatherings.

The architecture design consists of continuous vertical and horizontal transferring bands which wraps around the complex in extension and continu-
ation of the horizontal linearity of Highway 7 and Highway 404’s road landscape. The design does not seek to compete with its adjacent neighboring 
residential towers, but rather makes minimalist formal gestures in dialogue with the bustling Highway 7. The site and the complex engage in a dia-
logue with one another, where the transfer of the energy from Highway 7 through a formal design gesture invites the public into the retail and offi  ce 
interiors. In turn, these bands form Public and private green spaces which provide views overlooking Highway 7 and Highway 404. The green spaces 
reinforce the fl ow of people and traffi  c throughout the site promoting harmony and integration of the project into its neighborhood. 

The project’s vision is to operate the complex much like a human- self sustained in the operational and fi nancial aspects. One can imagine fi nding em-
ployment opportunities within The Community’s retail, offi  ces and clubhouse. The prospectus is for The Community Supermarket to operate as a co-
op, in which local community involvement would be encouraged. The commercial and offi  ce rentals mitigate the eff ect of rising rental housing prices 
and helps maintain aff ordable rental prices. In terms of initial fi nancing of the project, the cost of the development may be reduced by government 
land tax abatement initiatives. Other viable sources of funding may be bonds and tax increment fi nancing.

The long term vision for The Community Towers is to become a communal hub in the City of Markham which celebrates the diversity and cultural 
richness of the neighborhood by providing sustainable living.

DESIGN INTRODUCTION
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View from SaddleCreek Drive



THE SITE

Location : Highway 7 & Saddlecreek Drive
Program: 724,044 SF mixed-use, housing, retail, commercial space and public amenities
Budget : $ 108,606,600
Land Cost: $7,500,000
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View from Highway 7 approach 



The site is located at the intersection of Highway 7 & Saddlecreek Drive, a prime 
location with direct access to VIVA, GO and TTC. The Community Towers is found in 
the  intersection of several York Region cities; Markham, Vaughan and Richmond Hill 
has access to downtown Toronto in 30 minutes. The surrounding neighborhood has 
direct access to many established commercial complex, retail and community ame-
nities.   

Map of York Region

THE SITE: HIGHWAY 7 & 
SADDLECREEK DRIVE
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Site Plan
1:10000 
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A COMMUNITY OF MIX USE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
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THE DESIGN CONCEPT
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FACADE AND FORM DESIGN DIAGRAM

A CONTINUOUS FLOW OF ENERGY 

The formal and facade design is a vertical extension 
of the horizontal traffi  c fl ows of Highway 7 infront 
of the site. A single continuous horizontal and 
vertical band travels from the ground level up to 
the top of the towers and around the entire 
complex.

Direction of continuous fl ow
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PLANS, SECTIONS & ELEVATIONS

Retail: 86,100 SF
Community: 47,360 SF
Residential: 4,039,631 SF
Parking: 2,317,233 SF
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1:1000
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Typical Plan A
1:200

226 Residential Units
13 Levels
1 Bedroom: 124 Units
2 Bedroom: 72 Units
3 Bedroom: 22 Units
4 Bedroom: 8 Units

Each unit consists of balconies overlooking 
Highway 7 and Highway 404.

1 Bedroom

4 Bedroom
3 Bedroom
2 Bedroom
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Typical Plan A
1:200

1 Bedroom

4 Bedroom
3 Bedroom
2 Bedroom



Northeast Elevation
1:550

Southwest Elevation
1:550
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Section A
1:550
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FINANCIAL ANALYSIS
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THANK YOU!




