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MUNICIPAL SECTOR PLAYS KEY ROLE IN BLUE BOX TRANSITION, July 7, 2017

The Province passed new legislation in November 2016 that will have a major impact on the way
municipal solid waste is managed.

The Waste Diversion Act was repealed and replaced by the Waste-Free Ontario Act. The Waste-Free
Ontario Act includes both the Waste Diversion Transition Act and the Resource Recovery and
Circular Economy Act.

Currently, the cost to run programs for collecting and recycling paper products and packaging is
split roughly 50/50 between municipalities and the companies that produce these items. The new
legislation will transfer full responsibility for these programs to producers.

This is an opportunity for your municipality to finally get fully compensated for the commercial
products that show up in your waste stream.

Full producer responsibility is not a new concept. It has been embraced by several European
countries and the Province of British Columbia. Leading companies understand they are in the best
position to manage the entire ‘life cycle’ of their products - from when they are made to when they
are reused or recycled.

Here in Ontario, the provincial government has decided to apply this concept initially with paper
products and packaging, tires, hazardous wastes and electronics. Other materials such as
mattresses, carpets and furniture will be considered in the future.

The new legislation has started the movement toward full producer responsibility, but there is still
a lot of work to do. Regulations must be drafted and all the details of the new system must be
resolved.

Blue Box recycling programs will undergo some of the biggest changes, as municipalities will have
new options - to act as service providers to producers who are required to pay for these programs,
to work with private companies that may use municipal infrastructure, or to opt outaltogether.

It is in the best interest of municipal governments to get this work done as quickly as possible,
particularly given some inevitable delays around the upcoming provincial election. Each year the
Blue Box transition is delayed will cost municipal governments across Ontario an estimated
$130M.

The Association of Municipalities of Ontario, Municipal Waste Association, Regional Public Works
Commissioners of Ontario, and the City of Toronto have joined forces to form the Municipal
Resource Recovery and Research Collaborative (Municipal 3Rs Collaborative) to advocate for a
smooth and timely transition to full producer responsibility, and to make sure key municipal
priorities like maintaining service standards to residents are protected.

The Municipal 3Rs Collaborative is working closely with key producers and the Ministry of the
Environment and Climate Change in a process to consult on revisions to the current Blue Box
Program Plan. This would be the first step in transitioning the Blue Box to full producer
responsibility.

Today, the Municipal 3Rs Collaborative sent a joint letter to the Minister asking that he request
the Resource Productivity and Recovery Authority, the new regulatory authority established under
the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, to initiate a consultation to amend the Plan.
The letter specifies that the amended Plan must:



Not negatively impact Ontarians’ experience with and access to existing recycling services;
Improve environmental outcomes;

Create a consistent recycling experience for all Ontarioresidents;

Ensure a fair and open marketplace; and

Address the provincial interests listed in the Resource Recovery and Circular EconomyAct
thus becoming the blueprint for the future development of a producer responsibility
paper products and packaging regulation.

The key issues to be addressed in the consultation of an amended Plan include:

Mechanism for the transition to full producer responsibility;
Payments and terms;

Targets;

Ongoing transition due to municipal contract timing variability; and
Standards of service provision.

The role of the Municipal 3Rs Collaborative is to listen carefully to the Ontario municipal sector,
feed this information into the process, promote municipal interests, and provide updates and
resources that will help municipalities manage contracts and make the best possible decisions for
their own local programs and communities.

The Municipal 3Rs Collaborative is working to support all Ontario municipal governments in this
process, and be assured that there will be an extensive consultation process to ensure full
participation by the sector.

This is why it is very important for your municipal council and staff to get in touch, ask questions
and become fully informed. Start by signing up for AMO'’s Waste Portal by sending an email to:
amo@amo.on.ca, and please contact any of the organizations listed below to learn more about
this important transition.

AMO

RPWCO

MWA

City of Toronto

Mac Bain

AMO Board Member,
Councillor City of North
Bay (705) 472-8810
mbain@martynfh.com

Monika Turner
Director of Policy

(416) 971-9856 ext. 318
mturner@amo.on.ca

Dave Gordon

Senior Policy Advisor
(416) 971-9856 ext. 371
dgordon@amo.on.ca

Amber Crawford
Policy Advisor

(416) 971-9856 ext. 353
acrawford@amo.on.ca

Mirka Januszkiewicz
Director, Waste Management,
Durham Region

(905) 668-4113 ext. 3464
Mirka.Januszkiewicz@Durham.ca

Jay Stanford

Director - Environment, Fleet and
Solid Waste - City of London
(519) 661-2489 ext. 5411
jstanfor@london.ca

Norm Lee

Director, Waste Management -
Peel Region

(905) 791-7800 ext. 4703
Norman.lee@peelregion.ca

Debbie Korolnek

General Manager - Engineering,
Planning, and Environment -
Simcoe County (705) 726 9300
ext. 1462 Debbie.korolnek@simcoe.ca

Jon Arsenault

Director - Waste Management -
Waterloo Region

(519) 575-4777
jarsenault@regionofwaterloo.ca

Laura McDowell

Director - Environmental
Promotion and Protection -
York Region (905) 830-4444

ext. 75077 Laura.mcdowell@york.ca

Trevor Barton
Executive Director
(519) 823-1990

Trevor@municipalwaste.ca

Karyn Hogan

MWA Chair & Specialist, Waste
Reduction and Reuse - Peel
Region (905) 791-7800 ext. 4379
Karyn.hogan@peelregion.ca

Adam McCue

Board Member & Manager,
Environmental and Technical
Services - Northumberland
County

(905) 372-3329 ext. 2299
Mccuea@northumberlandcounty.ca

Jim McKay

General Manager - Solid
Waste Management
Services (416) 392-4715
Jim.mckay3@toronto.ca

Vince Sferrazza

Director - Solid Waste
Management Services
(416) 392-9095
Vincent.sferrazza@toronto.ca
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Every 1,000 tonnes of waste diverted,
on average, creates 7 jObS in the recycling industry.

= A A 4 4
o, K, M, K,
?.000 A 4 &
- St 19SS

Recycling can create 10X more jobs than disposal.

Moving to a more circular
economy would support

13,000 new jobs

in Ontario and provide a

$1 .5 billion boost 1o

the province's gross
domestic product

By reusing Blue BoX recyclables the
annual reduction in Greenhouse Gas
emissions is equal to removing

330,000 vehicles off the road
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The economic benefit is

over

4X

greater

than the net costs of recycling

4.4 million tonnes
of material

$1 billion






