
MAY 16 2016 


~RKHAM 

May9, 2016 

The Honourable Steven Del Duca 

Minister ofTransportation 


'3rd Floor, Ferguson Block 
77 Wellesley St. W. 
Toronto, ON M7A 1Z8 

RE: 	 407 1-'RANSITWAY (KENNEDY ROAD TO BROCK ROAD) 

TRANSIT PROJECT ASSESSMENT PROCESS (5.10) 


Dear Mr. Del Duca: 

This will confirm that at a meeting held on May 3, 2016, Council of the City ofMarkham 

adopted the following resolution: . 


"1) 	 That the 407 Transitway (Kennedy Road to Brock Road) Environmental Project 
Report be endorsed with the following revisions/conditions: 

a) 	 That the 407 Transitway alignment at Kennedy Road be revised, if 
applicable, upon finalization ofMarkham Centre MobilitY Hub Study and 
the amendment of the 407 Transitway alignment west ofKennedy Road. 

b) 	 That the Ministry ofTransportation provide for an additional future station 
at McCowan Road, and include the preliminary design of the station as 
part of the EA. 

c) 	 That the Ministry ofTransportation work with the City to restrict 
vehicular access to the Ninth Line Station through the residential 
neighbourhoods and resolve any traffic issues resulting from the station 
access from Old Ninth Line. 

d) 	 Mitigation ofnoise and other possible impacts to abutting residential 
properties at the Ninth Line Station . 

. e) 	 That the Ministry ofTransportation relocate the Donald Cousens Parkway 
Station on the east side ofReesor Road, adjacent to the fut(lre GO service 
on the Havelock Subdivision rail line. 
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f) 	 That the Ministry ofTransportation address traffic impact due to station 
location on Markham Road to mitigate vehicular infiltration to residential 
neighbourhoods. 

g) 	 That leading edge sustainable measures be implemented to address 
stormwater, energy conservation, protection ofwildlife corridors and bird 
friendly guidelines. 

h) 	 That special consideration be demonstrated regarding accessible design for 
people with disabilities. 

i) 	 that in the event an ossuary is discovered, the proper Provincial protocols 
be followed. 

j) 	 That the Premier ofOntario, Minister ofTransportation and Metrolinx be 
requested to accelerate the program to a 10-15 year time frame, and to 
consider public-private partnerships and other opportunities to fund the 
acceleration. 

k) 	 That an automated state-of-the-art rail transit system be considered as an 
alternative to the bus transitway. 

1) 	 That GO Rail commuter service be advanced on the CP Havelock line. 

m) 	 That the interchange ramps for all directions on the 407 ETR be protected. 

n) 	 That the completion ofresidential roads in Legacy as~ result of the 9th 

Line station be included in the 407 Transitway project budget. 

o) 	 That estimated costing of the project be provided; and, 

2) 	 That the Ministry ofTransportation be requested to review the detailed station and 
station access design for all stations with City and Regional staff; and, 

3) 	 That staff report back at the detailed design stage with further details related to 
access requirements, financial implications, potential partnership arrangements, 
transit oriented development opportunities, and any required agreements between 
Stakeholders; and, 

4) 	 That the Ministry ofTransportation provide a crossing and alternative alignment 
for the Rouge Valley Trail Multi-Use Path between Rouge Valley and Ninth Line 
at the Ministry's cost, when the 407 Transitway is constructed; and, 

.......3/ 
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5) That the Federal Government and the Province ofOntario be requested to 
evaluate the feasibility of a.high speed train from Windsor to Montreal; and that 
the Highway 407 corridor be considered as part ·of the route alignment for this 
train service; and, 

6) That staff be authorized and directed to do all tliings necessary to give effect to 
this resolution; and, 

7) That staff report back to Committee in fall2016 prior to the Ministry of 
Transportation finalizing their Transit Project Assessment Process study on the 
final study recommendations and Markham's comments; and further, 

8) That the Minister ofTransportation, Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change, Metrolinx, Infrastructure Ontario, Regional Municipality ofYork be 
advised accordingly." 

If you have any questions, please contact Alan Brown, Director ofEngineering, at 905-477- · 
7000 ext. 7507. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kimberley Kitteringham 
City Clerk 

Encl. 

Copy to: 	 The Honourable Glen R. Murray, Minister of the Environment & Climate Change 
Leslie Woo, Metrolinx 
Ehren Cory,Infrastructure Ontario 
Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk 



~RKHAM 
Report to: Development Services Committee 	 Meeting Date: April25~ 2016 

SUBJECT: 407 Transitway (Kennedy Road to Brock Road) Transit 
Project Assessment Process 

PREPARED BY: Alan Brown, Director of Engineering, Ext. 7507 
Marija Ilic, Senior Engineer, Ext. 2136 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1) 	 That the April 25, 2016 presentation by the Ministry of Transportation entitled 
"407 Transitway (Kennedy Road to Brock Road) Transit Project Assessment 
Process", be received; 

2) 	 That the 407 Transitway (Kennedy Road to Brock Road) Environmental Project 
Report be endorsed with the following revisions I conditions: 

• 	 That the 407 Transitway alignment at Kennedy Road be revised; if applicable, 
upon finalization of Markham Centre Mobility Hub Study and the amendment 
of the 407 Transitway alignment west of Kennedy Road, 

• 	 That the Ministry of Transportation provide for an additional future station at 
McCowan Road, 

• 	 That the Ministry of Transportation work with the City to restrict vehicular 
access to the Ninth Line Station through the residential neighbo11rhoods arid 
resolv_e any traffic issues resulting from the station access from Old Ninth. 
Line, 

• 	 Mitigation of noise and other possible impacts to abutting residential 
properties at the Ninth Line Station, 

• 	 That the Ministry of Transportation relocate the Donald Cousens Parkway 
Station on the east side of Reesor Road, adjacent to the future GO service on 
the Havelock Subdivision rail line; 

3) 	 That the Ministry of Transportation be requested to review the detailed station and 
station access design for all stations with City and Regional staff; 

4) 	 That staff report back at the detailed design stage with further details related to 
access requirements, fmancial implications, potential partnership arrangements, 
transit oriented development opportunities, and any required agreements between 
Stakeholders; 

5) 	 That the Ministry of Transportation provide a crossing and alternative alignment 
for the Rouge Valley Trail Multi-Use Path between Rouge Valley and Ninth Line 
at the Ministry's cost, when the 407 Transitway is constructed; 
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6) 	 That staff be authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to 
this resolution; and further, 

7) 	 That the Minister of Transportation, Minister of the Environment and Climate 
Change, Metrolinx, Infrastructure Ontario, Regional Municipality of York be 
advised accordingly. · 

PURPOSE: 
To provide Council with comments and staff recommendations on the Ministry of 
Transportation draft Environmental Project Report for the 407 Transitway (Kennedy 
Road to Brock Road). 

BACKGROUND: 
In 2007, Metrolinx was given a mandate by the Province to develop and implement an 
integrated multi-modal transportation. plan for the GTHA. In 2008, Metrolinx's Board of 
Directors adopted the "Big Move", a plan that outlines a vision for a new regional 
transportation system, including the 407 Transitway. The Transitway is to be a separate 
right of way, located parallel to the 407 and includes running way, stations, platforms, 
parking, passenger pick up and drop off facilities, running from Burlington to Highway 
35/115. · The Transitway will initially be implemented as bus rapid transit, with an 
opportunity to convert to light rail transit in the future .... 

The 'Ministry of Transportation (MTO) completed an Environmental Assessment (EA) fJ 
under the Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP) on the 23km segment of the 
Transit\:Vay along the Highway 407 corridor through York Region, from east of Highway 
400 to Kennedy Road. The EA was approved by the Ministry of the Environment in 
February 2011. MTO recognized· that there are ongoing studies within Markham 
(Langstaff Gateway and Markham Centre) and have ·addressed the need for an 
amendment of the Environmental Project Report if there are significant land use changes 
affecting the transitway alignment and stations in the EA Study. Markham Council 
requested that MTO and MOE revise the 407 Transitway alignment to minimize the 
impact on the development blocks in Markham Centre. To-date, there has not been any 
resolution of this issue, but it is anticipated ·that the alignment can be resolved with 
Metrolinx undertaking the Markham Centre Mobility Hub Study. . 

Further to completion of the EA west of Kennedy Road, MTO has commenced pre­

planning activities for the 19km segment east of Kennedy Road to Brock Road in the 

City of Pickering. This EA consists of the 407 Transitway alignment and evaluation of 

stations atMcCowan Road, Markham Road, Ninth Line, Donald Cousens Parkway and 

York-Durham Line in the City of Markham. 


OPTIONS/ DISCUSSION: 
The MTO has identified the preferred. Transitway configuration of the alignment and 

stations (Markham Road, Ninth Line and Donald Cousens), as illustrated in Attachment 

'A'. 
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Transitway Alignment 

Iri accordance with Council report and resolution of June 2010, MTO, Metrolinx, York 

Region Rapid Transit Corporation are requested to review and report back to Markham 

Council on potential alternative alignment in Markham Centre. , 


Staff request that pending the outcome of the final Transitway alignment and Mobility 

Hub Study in Markham Centre, this Environmental Project Report (Kennedy Road to 

Brock Road) be amended to address the potential for an alternative alignment of the 

Transitway in the vicinity of Kennedy Road. 


McCowan Road Station 

Two station alternatives were considered for evaluation of McCowan Road Station, as 

illustrated in Attachment 'B-1'. Further to the evaluation process, MTO has selected the 

"No Station" option due to access difficulties, excessive costs, alignment issues and land 

availability. In addition, Hydro One is proposing a new line within its corridor which 

may limit construction of a terminal. 


Metrolinx in their "Big Move" study denoted McCowan Road as a potential north-south 

transit corridor from Markville Mall to Scarborough Town Centre. McCowan Road may 

become a major transit corridor and City staff recommend that a future station at 

McCowan Road be provided for and implemented to service area residents I businesses 

even if it is a smaller station facility. · 


Markham Road Station 

Alternative Markham Roa4 Station locations were proposed on the south east and south . 

west sides of the 407 ETR and Markham Road, as illustrated in Attachment 'B-2'. The 

preferred location was identifiyd on the west side, north of the Hydro Corridor. 


City staff are in general agreement of the location, subject to resolution of the potential 

environmental impacts. 


Ninth Line Station 

Two alternatives on the southeast and the southwest side of the 407 ETR and Ninth Line 

were evaluated, as illustrated in Attachment 'B-3'. The southwest location was identified 

as the preferred alternative as the site and the site access have been protected for by MTO 

for this station. The southeast alternative does not provide for sufficient land to 

accommodate the stations, parking and associated facilities, due to the Rouge River 

tributary, future 407 ETR Ramp and commercial I retail development to the south. 


City staff are in general support of this location subject to implementation of noise 

protection for the residential community immediately south of the facility, no vehicular 

access through the residential ~eighbourhood, as well as identifying and resolving any 

traffic inflltration issues and impact to the south due to the station access at Ninth Line 

and Rouge Bank Drive. 




Report to: Development Services Committee Meeting Date: April25, 2016 

Page4 


Donald Cousens Parkway Station 
The MTO evaluated two alternatives east of Reesor Road, south of 407 ETR and adjacent 
to CP Havelock rail line, with two access points to the sites as shown in Attachment 'B­
5'. Through secondary screening, a new station location west of Reesor Road was 
evaluated and selected by the MTO as the preferred alternative with station access at the 
intersection of Donald Cousens Parkway and existing driveway for the commercial lands 
on the west side of Donald Cousens Parkway, as per Attachment 'B-4'. MTO has 
identified the lands east of Reesor Road for a potential future GO Station and that 
preferred 407 Transitw.ay facility on the west side of Reesor Road could be extended to 
the east, if GO Transit passenger service is implemented on the CP Havelock rail line. 

It is anticipated that GO service on the Havelock Line may be in place prior to the 407 
Transitway. Staff ~ecommend that the station facility be relocated to the east side of 
Reesor Road as per Attachment 'B-5' to integrate both the future GO and 407 Transitway 
transit service. Markham's Official Plan has identified the area east of Donald Cousens 
Parkway, south ofthe 407 ETR and adjacent to the CP Havelock rail line as a potential 
Secondary Hub. 

York- Durham Line Station 
MTO evaluated a commuter station facility on the east and west sides of York-Durham 
Lilie~ a5 illustrated in Attachment 'B-6'. Due to lack of local transit connectivity and. 
negligible ridership· demand at this location, MTO is not recommending a station at this 
location. MTO is however protecting the lands on the southwest location. 

City staff are in agreement with the protection of lands for a potential future facility. 

Rouge Valley Trail Multi-Use Path (MUP) 
The City is constructing the Rouge Valley Trail MUP that will provide a trail along the 
Rouge River east of Markham Road, crossmg the 407 ETR and extending easterly 
towards Ninth Line, as illustrated in Attachment 'C'. 

A section of the MUP has been identified to be overlapping with the preferred Transitway 
alignment. Staff request that MTO provide a crossing and an alternative location for the 
MUP at.their cost, should the T~ansitway conflict with the constructed MUP. 

Implementation 
Metrolinx is currently conducting an update of their "Big Move" Regional Transportation 
Plan. Their study will update and prioritize the transit requireme.nts in the GTA to 2031. 

. . . . . 
Staff do not foresee the construction of the 407 Transitway east of Kennedy Road for at 
least 20 years. A 407 transit service in the form of GO bus service in mixed 407 ETR 
traffic may be the initial phase . 

. ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 
The pianning and construction of the 407 Transitway align with Growth Management, 
Transportation I Transit and Environment initiatives. The provision of the 407 
Transitway is critical in achieving these strategic objectives. 

http:Transitw.ay
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BUSINESS UNITS CONSULTED AND AFFECTED: 

The Planning Department has reviewed this report and comments have been 

incorporated. 


n, C.E.T. un Baird, M.C.I.P., R.P.P. 
Director, Engineering Commissioner, Development 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 'A'- Preferred Alternative- Transitway Configuration and Stations 
Attachment 'B'- Station Site Alternatives 
Attachment 'C' -Rouge Valley .Trail Multi-Use Path 
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TRANSIT PROJECT ASSESSMENT PR CESS Transitway 
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General Description of the 407 Transitway 
 ~Ontario 

Exclusive fully grade separated rapid transit (BRT or LRT) parallel to HWY 407 

• Burlington to Oshawa -	 150 km, up to 50 surface stations 

Current Project- East of Kennedy Road to East of Brock Road- 19 km, 5 stations 
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407 Transitway 
East of Kennedy Road to East of Brock Road Trans/tway 

~Ontario 

• 19 Kilometers · 

5 Stations 

Approved EA for the runningway 
already in place between Markham 
Road and Brock Road (Highway 407 I 
Transitway Markham Road Easterly to 
Highway 7 East of Brock Road EAR 
1997) 

• Study re-examines runningway 
alignment and the station locations 
based on 407 Transitway Design 
Guidelines and ridership forecasts 
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407 Transitway Objectives 

Transitway 

£;>Ontario 

Enhance east-west cross-regional mobility (fast, safe, cost effective transportation 
mode along the GTA north corridor) 

• Connects future regional express rail 
• Improve transit accessibility to major nodes (City Centres; Universities/Colleges) 
• Offer transit transfer, park and ride, passenger pick up and drop off, and 

opportunities along the 407 Cqrridor 
• Reduce automobile dependence and GHG emissions 
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Consultation 

Trans/tway 

£>ontario 

Consultation To Date 

• 	 Agency Consultation 

• 	 Initial contact letters sent to agencies and Aboriginal communities 

• 	 Meetings with Agencies to introduce the project and contact requesting for background information 

• 	 Presentation of Existing Conditions and Planning Alternatives to Technical Resource Group (TRG) 

• Meeting~ with Municipalities and Parks Canada during preparation of Draft EPR 


Aboriginal Communities 


• 	 15 Aboriginal Communities were contacted. 

• 	 Public Information Centre #1 held in April 2015 

• 	 Future Consultation 

• 	 Technical Resource Group (TRG) mid April 2016 

• 	 Notice of Commencement of Transit Project Assessment Process end of May 2016 

• 	 Public Information Centre #2 mid June 2016 


Notice of Completion of Environmental Project Report in September 2016 
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£>ontario
Transltway 

2031 AM Peak Ridership Forecast 

Ridership Forecasts (excluding Kennedy Station) 

2031 AM Peak Period Riders (3 hours) 
Total Boardings 7,110 
Total Station Boardings 3,760 
2031 AM Peak Period Ridership at Peak Load Point (3 hours) 
Westbound, East of Kennedy Station 5,000 

Westbound, East of Yonge Station (Central Section)14,500 


• Higher reliance on park and ride and interlining access than the Central 
Section 

- Riders are flexible as long as speeds are competitive. 


I 
I 

2031 AM Peak Period Volumes on 
407 Transitway: 5 Stations 

1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5•000 
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£>ontario407 Transitway Service Concept 
Transitway 

Service Concept 

Spine services - line haul services that operates exclusively on the Transitway including s~me 
express services 

No-transfer services- on-seat rides between major nodes or residential areas. Routes include 
portions both on and off the Transitway (interlining) 

York nodes serviced by 
Transitway 

Urban Growth Centre 
(Markham) 

Employment Centres 

(Markham Centre, Main Street 

Markham BIA, south of the 407 

in Scarborough) 


Residential Areas of Markham 

(Mount Joy, Quantztown, 

Unionville, Milliken) 


Hamdton 

ScArborough T~ Ctntre 

- No Trootfllr ~erv''' (Gt)J 

- NQ Tran\1116ff'llet(YIITMv•J 

0 I;UI TJanii~y S"'l!On 

@ CeP\rol Tmo~""'Y f""'llor a!Ollon 

10 



Identification and Evaluation of Alternatives 
• 

~Ontario 

· CONCEPT 

DEVELOPMENT 


• Evaluate:and .· Confirm·Station· 
locations: 
•"Ridership Effects 

• Presence of~Envircinmental Non~ 

starters 

fiRST SCREENING 

SECOND SCREENING 


•·Evaluate selected loca~lons-anc;t 
select·PI'eferred Sites: 
• ·.Eiwironmental G:onsiderations 

• TransitW.ay'Operation 

• Accessibility,and•Gon nectivity 

• Site Area 

• ·Cons.tructability"and Cost 

EVALUATION 


PHASE 


• Conflrm:Preferred1Sites: 
• Planning Stage·<::onsultatlon 


Process 


• ;Detailed Fielddnyestigations 

• Traffic lmpact.Studies 

• ·Desjgn Refinements 

CONFIRMATION 
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Preferred Alternative 
Markham Road S afo rrn Transltway 

£>ontario 
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Preferred Alternatives 
Donald Co sens Sta ion £>ontario
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McCowan Road Transftway 

~Ontario 
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Protected Sites 
York Durha Line Transitway 

£>ontario 
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- Construction 
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3. Proposed Mitigation 
Measures 
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Cultural 4. Monitoring & 
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Environmental Studies and Findings 
Transltway 

£Pontarlo 

Environmental Technical Studies on the Preferred 
Transitway Configuration including field. 
investigations conducted in 2015: 

Natural Sciences (fisheries and terrestrial) 

- Archaeology 

- Cultural Heritage 

- Noise 

Air Quality 

- Groundwater 

- Contaminated Property and Waste 

- Hydrology 

Major Environmental Findings 

Markham Road Station 

• 	 Wetland southwest quadrant of Markham Road and 
Highway 407 interchange- Avoided. 

Potential for a Huron-Wendat ossuary to exist - A · 
licensed archaeologist will monitor during construction. 

Donald Cousens Station - Cultural Heritage Features 

Two properties on Reesor Road are designated under the 
Ontario Heritage Act, Part IV and one property is listed by 
the City of Markham as cultural heritage resource.­
Avoided by preferred alternative. 

Heritage Impact Assessment was completed for the two 
properties designated under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

• 	Ninth Line Station 

Traffic concerns of residents of subdivision adjacent to 
Station. Traffic management measures are being proposed 
to mitigate station traffic. Station at site protected by 10 for 
Transitway station . 
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Implementation 
Potential ~mplemen ation trategy Transitway 

£;>ontario 

\ 
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• Factors: Funding; Congestion on 407 ETR 

1. ·Construct stations at key locations. ie: Markham 
Rd; Donald Cousens Pkway; Brock Rd; while 
buses operate on 407 ETR. 

2. 	 Construct runningway along future conge.sted 
ETR segments. le: Kennedy Rd. Markham Rd. 

3. 	Construct remaining stations and runningway in 
response to ridership growth and traffic 
congestion 
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