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Monkeypox Designated a Disease of Public Health Significance 
Update to York Region health care providers as of June 17, 2022 

Effective June 16, 2022, monkeypox has been designated as a Disease of Public Health Significance 

(DOPHS) as “Smallpox and other Orthopoxviruses including Monkeypox” by the Ministry of Health 

under the Health Protection and Promotion Act (HPPA).  

As monkeypox is now a DOPHS, the Chief Medical Officer of Health Order under Section 77.6 on 

May 20, 2022 is no longer in effect. Health care providers with a duty to report DOPHS and/or 

communicable diseases are now required to report directly to York Region Public Health, as they 

would with other DOPHS.  

Health care providers should report to York Region Public Health as soon as possible if you believe 

your patient has or may have monkeypox.  

Updated case definitions 

Updated case definitions are available in Appendix 1: Case Definitions and Disease-Specific 

Information for Smallpox and other Orthopoxviruses including Monkeypox from the Ministry of Health. 

This document is attached to this message and will get posted on the Ministry’s page soon. 

Appendix 1 includes details regarding the presentation of an unexplained acute rash or lesion and 

additional criteria to consider before being classified as monkeypox. Please continue to consider other 

pathogens that may be commonly circulating in the community. If there is an etiology that explains the 

acute rash or lesions, note that this would not meet case definition for monkeypox. Please see the case 

definitions in Appendix 1 for more information. 

Contact York Region Public Health 

For questions, issues or reports of any DOPHS, contact York Region Public Health’s Control of 

Infectious Disease team:  

Email: CIDIntakeLine@york.ca 

Telephone: 1-877-464-9675 ext. 73588 (Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) 

On-call Response Telephone: 905-953-6478 (after 4:30 p.m. and 24/7 on weekends and holidays) 

Fax number: 905-898-5213 

Additional resources 

York Region Public Health – Diseases of Public Health Significance and Notification Form 

york.ca/outbreakmanagement – reporting DOPHS to York Region Public Health, as well as other 

outbreak management tools 

Public Health Agency of Canada: Monkeypox Outbreak Update 

Ministry of Health: Monkeypox Virus – FAQs and vaccine guidance for post-exposure prophylaxis 

Public Health Ontario: Monkeypox – includes epidemiological summary, 

specimen collection and handling, IPAC for acute care 

https://www.york.ca/media/81716/download
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/infdispro.aspx
mailto:CIDIntakeLine@york.ca
https://www.york.ca/media/81716/download
https://www.york.ca/health/infectious-diseases-and-prevention/infectious-diseases-and-outbreak-management
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/monkeypox.html
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/emb/monkeypox.aspx
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Diseases-and-Conditions/Infectious-Diseases/Vector-Borne-Zoonotic-Diseases/Monkeypox
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https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90h07
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/180135
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/900569
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Diseases-and-Conditions/Infectious-Diseases/CCM/iPHIS
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https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/i/2020/iphis-bulletin-timely-entry.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/i/2020/iphis-bulletin-timely-entry.pdf?sc_lang=en
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https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2022/monkeypox-virus-interim-case-contact-management-guidance-phu.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2022/monkeypox-virus-interim-case-contact-management-guidance-phu.pdf?sc_lang=en
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https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/t-19.01/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/laboratory-services/about-laboratory-services
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/laboratory-services/about-laboratory-services
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Laboratory-Services/Test-Information-Index/Monkeypox-Virus
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Laboratory-Services/Test-Information-Index/Monkeypox-Virus
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https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2022/monkeypox-virus-interim-case-contact-management-guidance-phu.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2022/monkeypox-virus-interim-case-contact-management-guidance-phu.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2022/monkeypox-virus-interim-case-contact-management-guidance-phu.pdf?sc_lang=en
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https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2022/monkeypox-virus-interim-case-contact-management-guidance-phu.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2022/monkeypox-virus-interim-case-contact-management-guidance-phu.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/emb/docs/Monkeypox_Vaccine_guidance_qa.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/emb/docs/Monkeypox_Vaccine_guidance_qa.pdf
https://health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/emb/monkeypox.aspx


https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/emb/monkeypox.aspx
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/guidance-imvamune-monkeypox.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/guidance-imvamune-monkeypox.html


https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2020/monkeypox-ipac-recommendations-healthcare-settings.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2020/monkeypox-ipac-recommendations-healthcare-settings.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/laboratory-services/about-laboratory-services




 

 

 

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2022/wwksf-multi-jurisdictional-monkeypox-outbreak-2022.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2022/wwksf-multi-jurisdictional-monkeypox-outbreak-2022.pdf?sc_lang=en
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON390
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON390


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/900569
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/smallpox
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/smallpox
https://www.cdc.gov/smallpox/bioterrorism/public/index.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-21-smallpox-vaccine.html#p4c20a2
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-21-smallpox-vaccine.html#p4c20a2
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-21-smallpox-vaccine.html#p4c20a2
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90o01
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90e09


https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/clinicians/case-definition.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/monkeypox/health-professionals/national-case-definition.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/monkeypox/health-professionals/national-case-definition.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON385



