
Tom Farrar 

   tomfarrar@bell.net 

June 9, 2014 

The Regional Municipality of York 
17250 Yonge Street 
Newmarket Ontario 
L3Y 6Z1 

Attention:  Chair and Members of Regional Council 

Dear Chair and Members of Council; 

RE:  Approval of Markham Official Plan 
Committee Meeting to be held -June 12, 2014 

I have been an active resident in the community of Box Grove, City of Markham and the Region 
of York for over 22 years.  I have served on various Markham Boards and Advisory Committees, 
been a 4-H Leader and member of the SeCAC in York as well as a volunteer at the York/YMCA 
employment centre in Stouffville.  Today I am writing as Past-President of the Box Grove 
Community Association (Ratepayers). 

We, the residents of Box Grove appeared before various Markham Council and Development 
Services Committee meetings on a number of occasions over the past two years in response to 
the need for a community park in northeast Box Grove.  It was learned that property allocated for 
a local school on Rizal Avenue was no longer needed for that purpose and that it was to be 
developed as residential; the community saw this as their final chance to act.  A committee was 
formed and they went door-to door with a petition and generated interest in a public meeting 
with over 75 in attendance.  At that meeting TACC Developments presented a plan that would 
develop the lands on the north side of Copper Creek Drive into residential and live/work 
townhouses.  In exchange of approval of the Copper Creek proposal TACC would make the 
Rizal lands available to the City of Markham to create the much needed park.  We, the residents, 
supported the plan and looked forward to having both a park and the completion of our 
neighbourhood. 

We now understand that your staff report does not support the change to the Markham OP.  On 
paper it could be argued that having employment lands near the 407 ETR makes logical sense 
however the fact is that the 407 ETR has priced itself out of the transporting business.  Longo’s 
Supermarkets for example found the cost of using the 407 ETR to be prohibitive even though 
they expanded their locations based on proximity to the 407 ETR.  In short the Copper Creek 
lands are not a viable location for employment lands beyond what has already been established 
and is proposed in the developer’s building plans.  I plan to be in attendance at your meeting to 
present a petition and speak on behalf of the residents. 



 
Box Grove is now a community of young families.  Currently their children must play in the 
street as there is no alternative.  We need our ‘Park’ and the ‘Fields of Play’  for our children. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Tom Farrar 
Past President 
Box Grove Community Association 
 
 
 
cc: Councillor Logan Kanapathi, City of Markham (lkanapathi@markham.ca) 
 Mr. Bruce Macgregor, CAO, York Region (bruce.macgregor@york.ca) 

Mr. Daniel Kostopolous, Commissioner of Transportation and Community Planning, York Region 
(daniel.kostopoulos@york.ca) 

 Ms Karen Whitney, Director of Community Planning, York Region (karen.whitney@york.ca) 
 Office of the Regional Clerk (regional.clerk@york.ca) 
 Ms Kitty Bavington, City of Markham (kbavington@markham.ca) 
 
 






















