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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW 

• Responding to our Seniors 
• Crimes against Seniors 
• Keeping our Seniors Safe  
• Our Partners 
• Engaging the Community  
• Questions and Answers 



 
RESPONDING TO OUR SENIORS 

Our People, Our Programs 
 

1. Elder Abuse Investigators  
2. Seniors Safety Officer  
3. Victim Assistance Officer  
4. Mental Health Resources 
5. Seniors Crime Stoppers 
6. Project Lifesaver  
7. Vulnerable Persons Registry 



RESPONDING TO OUR SENIORS  
Calls for Service 2015 

 
 Call Type 

 
Motor Vehicle Collision (MVC) 

 
1477 

 
Natural Death 

 
290 

 
Theft Under $5,000 

 
270 

 
Fraud 

 
215 

 
Domestic Dispute 

 
190 



RESPONDING TO OUR SENIORS 
Calls for Service 2015 



CRIMES AGAINST SENIORS 
Violent Crime 2015 

 
VIOLATION AGAINST VICTIM 

 
TOTAL VICTIMS  

 
TOTAL SENIORS 65+  

 
% OF SENIORS 

 
Assault 

 
2,117 

 
104 

 
4.9% 

 
Utter Threats 

 
820 

 
42 

 
5.1% 

 
Assault Level 2 

 
762 

 
33 

 
4.3% 

 
Harassing Communications 

 
421 

 
28 

 
6.7% 

 
Sexual Assault 

 
309 

 
15 

 
4.9% 



CRIMES AGAINST SENIORS 
Perception and Reality 

Seniors are the least likely demographic to suffer violent 
crime, but they are the most likely to suffer violence at the 
hands of a family member or caregiver. 

 
 

 



CRIMES AGAINST SENIORS 
What is Elder Abuse 

• Neglect 
• Physical Abuse 
• Psychological/Emotional abuse  
• Economic/Financial abuse 



CRIMES AGAINST SENIORS 
Top Scams Targeting Seniors 

  
 
 

• Lottery  
• Telemarketing/Salesperson 
• Emergency/Grandparent 
• Investment Schemes  
• Romance  

 



CRIMES AGAINST SENIORS 
Risk factors for Elder Abuse 

 
• Strained family relationships  
• Caregiver dependence on a Senior for accommodation 

or financial support  
• Within institutions where staff are poorly trained or 

overworked 
• Socioeconomic factors  
• Social isolation  



CRIMES AGAINST SENIORS 
Challenges and Barriers 

 
• Fear, shame, guilt 
• Language  
• Isolation 
• Dependency  
• Disabilities  
• Lack of awareness 
• Mistrust of authority 



KEEPING OUR SENIORS SAFE 
Non-Criminal Calls for Service 

 
• Check welfare 
• Wandering/Missing Persons 
• Emotionally Disturbed Persons (EDP) 
• Violence between persons cognitively-impaired  
• System navigation, access and gaps 
• Homelessness 
• Hoarding 
 

 
 

 



KEEPING OUR SENIORS SAFE 
Power through Education  

 



 



PARTNERS IN PREVENTION 



PARTNERS IN PREVENTION 
 



ENGAGING THE COMMUNITY  

• Vulnerable Person Registry  
• Crime Prevention Map 
• Online Reporting  
• Project Lifesaver 
• Social Media 
• www.yrp.ca  

http://www.facebook.com/officialyrp/
http://www.youtube.com/user/officialyrp/
http://www.pinterest.com/officialyrp/
http://yorkregionalpolice.tumblr.com/


ENGAGING THE COMMUNITY 
Volunteering 

The York Regional Police Volunteer Program has more 
than 60 people over 65 years of age registered as 
volunteers: 
 
• Male Chorus 
• Special Events 
• Auxiliary Police Officers 

 



Thank you 
Questions? 





SUPPORTS  AND SERVICES 

• York Regional Police Emergency: 9-1-1 
• YRP non-emergency:  1-866-823-3334   
• Victim Services of York Region: 905-953-5363  
• Community Care Access Centre: 1-888-470-2222 
• Community Crisis Response Service:  1-855-310-COPE  (2673) 
• Advocacy Centre for the Elderly:  416-487-7157 
• Alzheimer’s Society: 905-895-1337 
• Community Home Assistance to Seniors (CHATS): 1-877-452-4287 
• Ontario Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse: 1-866-299-1011 
• Crime Stoppers: 1-888-222-TIPS (8477) 
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