
~!VAUGHAN 

April 25, 2016 

Mr. Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk 
The Regional Municipality of York 
17250 Yonge Street 
Newmarket, ON L3Y 6Z1 

Dear Mr. Kelly: 

RE: INCREASED FREIGHT RAIL TRAFFIC THROUGH VAUGHAN 

I write to advise you that Vaughan Council at its meeting held on April 19, 2016, adopted the following 
resolution: 

Whereas, a recent IBI Group Feasibility Study suggested that to facilitate the expansion of 
commuter rail as planned by Metrolinx, that freight rail traffic from the impacted lines be 
redirected through York Region and specifically the City of Vaughan; and 

Whereas, this increased freight traffic would be diverted through heavily populated urban 
areas in our City; and 

Whereas, the increased freight rail traffic will result in more noise and safety concerns by the 
residents of the City of Vaughan: 

It is therefore recommended: 

1. 	 That, Metrolinx be advised that rerouting of freight rail traffic through the City of 
Vaughan is not supported by Vaughan Council; and 

2. 	 That, Metrolinx be requested to consult directly with the City of Vaughan on the IBI 
Group Feasibility Study before any further detailed studies are carried out; and 

3. 	 That, staff report back to Committee of the Whole as further information becomes 
available on this issue; and 

4. 	 That, the City of Vaughan strongly objects to the addition of rerouting additional 
freight rail traffic through our community; and 

5. 	 That, the Prime Minister, The Premier, Federal and Provincial Transportation 
Ministers, local M.P.'s and M.P.P.'s, Region of York, the Cities of Cambridge, 
Mississauga, Toronto and Markham, the Towns of Milton and Richmond Hill, 
Metrolinx, CN Rail and CP Rail, be so advised, and further; 

6. 	 That staff be authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to this 
resolution. 

Attached for your information is Item 21, Report No. 18, of the Committee of the Whole regarding 
this matter. 
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Mr. Denis Kelly, Regional Clerk 
The Regional Municipality of York 
April 25, 2016 

To assist us in responding to inquiries, please quote the item and report number. 

Sincerely, 

Attachment: 
Extract 
1. 
2. 

Resolution dated March 1, 2016, City of Markham Council 
Memo dated March 1, 2016, from Deputy Director, Engineering, to Development 
Services Committee, City of Markham. 

JAA/as 
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CITY OF VAUGHAN 


EXTRACT FROM COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 19. 2016 


Item 21, Report No. 18, of the Committee of the Whole, which was adopted without amendment by the 

Council of the City of Vaughan on April 19, 2016. 

INCREASED FREIGHT BAIL TRAFFIC THROUGH VAUGHAN 

The Committee of the Whole recommends approval of the recommendation contained in the 
following resolution submitted by Councillor Shefman, dated April 5, 2016: 

Member's Resolution 

Submitted by Councillor Alan Shefman. 

Whereas, a recent 181 Group Feasibility Study suggested that to facilitate the expansion of 
commuter rail as planned by Metrolinx, that freight rail traffic from the impacted lines be 
redirected through York Region and specifically the City of Vaughan; and 

Whereas, this increased freight traffic would be diverted through heavily populated urban areas in 
our City; and 

Whereas, the increased freight rail traffic will result in more noise and safety concerns by the 
residents of the City of Vaughan: 

It is therefore recommended: 

1. 	 That, Metrolinx be advised that rerouting of freight rail traffic through the City of Vaughan 
is not supported by Vaughan Council; and 

2. 	 That, Metrolinx be requested to consult directly with the City of Vaughan on the 181 Group 
Feasibility Study before any further detailed studies are carried out; and 

3. 	 That, staff report back to Committee of the Whole as further information becomes 
available on this issue; and 

4. 	 That, the City of Vaughan strongly objects to the addition of rerouting additional freight 
rail traffic through our community; and 

5. 	 That, the Prime Minister, The Premier, Federal and Provincial Transportation Ministers, 
local M.P.'s and M.P.P.'s, Region of York, the Cities of Cambridge, Mississauga, Toronto 
and Markham, the Towns of Milton and Richmond Hill, Metrolinx, CN Rail and CP Rail, 
be so advised, and further; 

6. 	 That staff be authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect to this 
resolution. 

Attachments 

1 . 	 Resolution dated March 1 , 2016, City of Markham Council 
2. 	 Memo dated March 1, 2016, from Deputy Director, Engineering, to Development Services 

Committee, City of Markham. 

(A copy of the attachments referred to in the foregoing have been forwarded to each Member of Council 
and a copy thereof is also on file in the office of the City Clerk.) 
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TTACHMENT 1 

Rscerveo 
MAR fJ 9 20.16 

CLERK$$ D!~'l.
·"" March 4, 2()16 

The Honottrahle Prime !Viinister Justin 'fmdeau 

Hollse ofCommons 

Ottav.ra, Ontario K1 .-<\ O..A.6 


l':lt"'
.l·~..lt.: lBI GROlfJ?' FEASlUlLlTY STUDY 

ON RKROtl'riNG OF FRElGBT RAlL TIL\FFlC 
lN' TilE GREATER, TORONTO RAl~ NETWORI$ (5.13}. 

Dear Mr. Trudeau: 

This will con:firrn that at a meetJJ:lg held on March l; 201<,, Council ofthe CityofMarkhaut
adopted the folk;\ving resolution: 

That Metrn!ht,'t be advised that rerouting of freight n1U traft:lc tltrough the City of 
Matkham is not supported by Markhru:u Council; and, · 

2) 
That MetroHn.x be requested to CCH1Stl1t directly with the City ofMarkbmn on the 
IB[ Group Fe.asihiEty Study before any further detailed srurua~ are carried out; 

3) That stn:tlref!Ort back to the DevelopllleJlt Services Cnrr..tnittee as any further 
inforrnation becomes available; anrlt 

4) 
That the City ofMaddJatn strongly ottiects to the addition ofrerouting additional 
}tY!(!Jhl ru.illraj}1c through <.nw commuuit.y, and }ttrlher, that the Prime M.i~nister, 
The .Frentter, rredend and Provincial T:rausportation Ministe~ lc;~c,al IV'iPs mid 
MPPs, Region nf'York, the Cities ofCambridge, h-'fississat~.ga, Toronto and 
·vaugflt~tl; the Tt;:~wns of Milton and Riclb'11ond Hill, MetroHlu. CN Rail and CP 
Rail, be so advised; zmd further, 

5) That staff be authorized and directed to do all things necessary to give effect tn 
this resoluilon. 

......2/ 

'l'fw CmpomJion t>/thc Clt.v t>J'Murklwm • Clarki) rkfpartm~r.t 
Anthony Roman (>mtre, i\H Town Centre 8ool<Wi'lfd, M&rl!ham, ON L3R GW3 • Tel: 005,475A744 • F':ax: 005.47!1.J771 • tWtwJnarkh;lttc"t 

http:h-'fississat~.ga
http:Ottav.ra


lfyou have any questions, please conta(~t, Brian Lee, De1>uty Director, Engineering~ at 905~477~ 
:moo ext 4~38. 

Kimberley Kitterin{~ham 
City Clerk 

Copy to: The Honourable Marc Gal1Veau, Ministel' of'frart.{port ~·Federal 
The Hx:n1ourabie Steven Del Duca, ]\.,fhuster ofTrartsportation ·- Provincial 
Local MP's and Ml")P's 
Denis KcHy. Regional Ciet'k 
Clerk~ City ofCambridge 
Clerk) City ofMississaugtt 
Cle<l:'k, City nfTcimntv 
Clerk, City of Vaughan 
''l f,. 1' .. f. '~ '1C1er.'"t trwn o tvh ton 


Clerk, Town ofl:Zkhmond Hm 

Hrube McCuaig, Metroliux 

C:P Rail 

CN Rail 
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ATTACHMENT 2 


Copy to: Andy Taylor,. CAO 
Jim Baird, Comrnissloner. Development Set~~ices Co 
Alan Brown, Director of Engineering 

Subject: 
JBf Group F&as!btHty Stw;:~yon Rerouting of freight Ran Traffic in the 
Greater Toronto Ran Network · 

Date: . M~rch 1, 2016 . . . . ~,/' 
Prorn: Bnan Lee, Deputy Director, Engfneenng x4838 . ·.' ........,,__,-........,.,.~~~-...,...,., ..~...,...,.....,...,"....'~----·.......-.-.""""'"''"•.·---'"""'-·-.............,.,..................._.'"~-·"·~'""''"----···"-~·»·.,···-··-. -~----"'"'--...,.,,_ 


v 

Staff recommend: 

1 , 	That Metrollnx be advised that rerouting of freight mil traffic through tho Crty o.f 
Markham is not supported by Markham Council; 

/:!. 	 And that MetroHnx be requested to consult directly with the City of Markham on the 
lBj Group Feasibility Stud:y· before any further detailed studies are carried out; 

3. 	 And that staff report back to the De:vt:tlopn:tent Services CommJtt:c~ as any further 
information becomes available; anct 

4. 	 And that Region of York, the Cities of Carntwtdge, Mississauga; Toronto and 
VtHJghan, the Towns of Milton and Richmond HiH

1 
Metmiinx, CN Ral1 and CP Rail,

be so advised; 

5. 	 And that staff be authoriz.ed and directed to do an things necessary to give effect to 
this resolution. 

Background. 

!n August 20151 a report entitled "FeaslblJlty Study and Business Case of Constructing 
the Missing link» (the "FeasibJ!ity Study") was completed by the ifU Group. The 
Feaslb1Uty Stud;' was Jointly commissioned by the Cities of Cambridge, MJsslssauga, 
Toronto and the Town or Milton, The purpose of the FeasiblRtY Study, is to lnvaatigata 
vvhat Is required to separate freight rail traffic. passenger rat! services on the Mt!ton 
GO Una and Kitc.heruar GO Line. 

The Feaslblfity Study by the IBf Group concluded tha.t this separation. of freight and 
passenger movement is possible If the freight traffic is rEHouted to alternative freight ran 
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corridors, and a new raif connection in the Cfty of Mississauga is built (the "Missing 
link''}, 

': · On,, J~V1U~1if 41';, 2Q16, York Regfon Council received a report and presentation from 
' ~, ··· Regio't1al st~ff on this subject and adopie:d the following rec.ommendations; · 

•::, , . : 1. :,Qouncll forn1ally request Metrollnx: to underta.kfi1 consu!tatkm with York Region. 
t~e C!ti~~ o~ f~r1arkham and Vaughan, and the Town of Rk.tlmond Hi!! before 

· proceeding with additional detailed studies ralatlng to the rerouting of a freight ran 
•<; 	 • • • · , ,r1roposat · · 

2. 	 The Regional Cterk ctrculates a copy of this report to the Cterks of the ClUes of 
Cambridge, Markham, f\.1lsslssauga, Toronto, Vaughan, the Towns of Richmond 
Hifl and Milton, and MetroHnx 

A. RaasoQs for the F~9s!bUitv Stud~ 
Currently, part of the Milton GO Une and the Kitchener GQ Line use the CP RaU 
corridor and CN Rail corridor respectively. The mb:. of freight and passenger 
movement within the same raU corridor may pose a technicaf challenge and may 
be costly for Metrolinx to imptement the Regional Express Raft The lEU Group 
FeaslblUty Study was not commissioned by Metroi!nx, and tt ls our UJ!derstandin!;! 
that MetroUnx has not taken any position on it 

B. Conclusion or the Fea,~lbtlt.ty .~tud~ . 
The Feasibfttty Study, by l8! Group, concluded that there is a business case to 
reroute the freigh1 rail traffic from the CP Ran corridor through mid Toronto am 
Mississauga (see Map 1) to the CN Rat~ corridor in the southern part o1 York 
Region and northern part of Mississauga (soo Map 2), The FeasibUtty Study also 
recommended the construction of the Missing link vthk:h is a new ralt corridor to 
connect the CN Rali Line at 8n.11J1'latea with the CP Rail Une through route neat 
the Mllton-Misstssauga bcYrdeL This would then separate most of the freight 
traffic In the we-stem part of tf*ff Greater Toronto Area from the Milton GO Une 
and the Kitchener GO Una, The Executtve Summary of the H3! Group Feasibility 
Study Is in Attachment 1. At this time, staff have not received any formal 
comments from Metrotinx regarding this study. 

c. 	RemuttnsJ Freight Traffic to the CN .Rall corridor would imnaot Fviar!stlam 
The hnpact of rerouting freight traffic wouki add additional freight rail ttl;lff!c on the 
CN Yori< SubrlMsion which g~nerally runs east-west between 14t11 Avenue and 
the Hydro One corridor between Highway 404 and Markham Road, and near 
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John Street west of 1--Hghway 404, see Map 3, Within the City of Markham~ thE:tr:a 
is one at,grarle road/taU crossing lot;·£d:ed at 14.tt~ Avenue Just west of Wardsn 
Avenue. The lm:::rease in rail traffic woufd increase !1Uis:ance to residents and 

business because of noJse, dust and vibration. There would also be an 


, Increasing tt:mount of dangerous goods that wm be carried through the City and 

southem part of York Region, increasing possible safety concerns. 

Markham Council should go on record with Metrollnx and other stak:ef'!Oidere as 
not supporting any rerouting of freight raft traffic through the City of Markharrt 
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Att:achznent 1 

llll CI'H'tiJP 1\Ef't'lrtf 
l'iiAI:IIl!lt.l'iY Sh!OY AI(O 1!.\itltt~E.Iitf CAtfii Of CON$TlllJO'rll&> TH!r ti;!£tiiNQ UWK 

Executive Summary 
Att,ao.hed ts a. report on too. faaslhlll\:y of ack!!ng the ~Mit>~ Link" to the Gteat«Toroow raJ! 
netw~!'k ·rtw Mlss!ng llfik iaa new nail oonidef flnktng tb(;l eN bypa.$$ Une~ Smmalea with fi1e 
CP fhiUL'IJh rolf.e ne~;tr the Mllton~!ssi$M~ ooraer. Tile pufTXJ~m tha MissfnglJ!'.k is to 
separcia rr~ajor ihttmgi'l f<'!ll fmight ilowa frGrl'l: ~anger service* on fhe 00 Ttatlrut Mllton and 
rrrtchenar !~. JIJsl con~ttng too Ml$....~Sl.Jrlk' duas not fU!ffi aJ:l ttl? requl$rmllnt~ far 
tettH...'tif!9 of thmt~,gh fmlght ffui~JS; this req\ir<;~;S upgradiOQ of set~.tt1ra! otoot !lnet and prtdldlng 
IWW oonne:;;llona between CP andCN. . 

Coost!:tit:tl~ the Mltimng Unk and tha l:rthlgf ra~ improvarrwtm; has three maj!)i benallis: 

• 	 Jt etimlnai:~ tht: ifrl~ af· ~M widening ($me Millon atld K!!t4ener 00Tratl&lt 
roilas. These wll1 oo <X.~iiiidlwab!e.and wul oo felt In~.oont~$mMl$slSMU!Ji 
and Bratnptcn. tn fa~PI thei~U. dW'Idernng may be so s~ l:tiat · 
may fiOt be-m*!ltl\lecl fttr many yelii!S. C~strui.itlrlfl a ~jorp~~ of 
active mitOOJT\dort will tnPur siWJiflw.mt til>ka and danger$ thai~ be av91Wd 
tlWi..i:!h me oonstruclioti of too Miss!~Unk. 

• 	 . By rernovlng heavy ftlrou,gh f~flt flows1 ~JrlfioatJonof !1"1~~ two J!Ma r;ar1 be 
imhleved '!Nittlm.lt.t!V$ $~!Iori ofth~rfmlght and regmat ~enger 
t!tWI~, ~JectrlfJt.miion may oot~ ~ptiilbll!!. 

.. Ely the lnner tmmer J!m~ It v.'l.il perm!! 
· . cway ~ 0\Jt~Jt' eOO!o oft~~ fJ(!e$ inctw:iins new >!M\tie~ 

tnCambl1tlge andtwO"-way alt day seNice to l<~rwt ' 
Ttm ~us'.an from Ull$1nltiaf foolWbility anal~a~~ that~ Missing.Llr!k ~Jan!Je ®nstmcied 
without fl$lmpaitllil oo ll'ie urbanfabfitt, A cost an~t!ys!slrdaates that w'lthln the merQ!n of 
error of lll p!amlitg !lwfflttt~, 'mfd/ha too M•G li~ww::t irwt ~pro~IDty ltle $al11& oost 
~s !1'm1 ~ planto ~dcH~giu!mthvidtm the Miironand Xltcheoor lli1!\!$. to imptnmet!l; t.h!.t 
Ru~nal ~prssa Ralt {RER} oonwpt on mesa n~. 

The ~lllJJLink pta~ h~ $tWerm ofrnu benefits; 

• 	 t{ Will remo~ m.avy through .foolgft t~ l'rml central~mToronto, 
MfGS-~, Bram;;:ton and Gmot:Qeklwil w!lh th-ilr nu~.Jii ~is. 

" 	 It will me.~ tmaeible ~vern! new GO Trnr\$it~ \vhich i\11'$· tm:fvd$d Jn too Erg 
MCNe tranapl:lnatkm plttrr for the Greater Torotlt() and Hamllicn Ama {G1HA) 
including rmw swoos.to Bott011, .~rmt!iJ:ft a.rn;i r!OOh Pm~fffi anct a Midtt1wn 
Torr.mtfi $erVkll on the ~1stf~CP North Toronto fWla 

• 	 lt rnak¢s t~•slbte a ltlo.rtenlng and ~!!it<#Jon of the ~lt:hmtmtl H¥1 soir~it 
~-

.. 	 By ~Offmapr fm!ght and~~ titrNS w.'ld~~fnrlillknlt!nglmpa.~cf 
pa~li}erW.tlt;.et ootroJQhOt wm oo~ ro too .~onle~ntoflt\0 ~'i4ellves 

1~rl~~mi, C}n\sdund~ 
trafflGto n fmmthlt·OOhorder. 

.. 	 By ~pal'iit\~ t~Qvy freiGht traffic from r•nal paa~~r ~lc$il offam h 
poll$ibitilyfor a 1\Jttire bish ~ ra!l ~ ent&f ~~Mrt.'li ortne G'il1A. 

There$<n'e It Is w oooo!Us!on ttmttne M~llf!k~d ba irW$~ecl tn m~ datal! with 
Mmtfoijrrn, ON, CP ancl ri&nfnt 1-avel\~ or $JCV:emme."ll 

http:W.tlt;.et
http:swoos.to
http:siWJiflw.mt


l!li <lfil:ltt¥ REPO~T 

l'I!A!Hl'!R,Il'Y StlJ!\"Y J;J<O £it1SW1li\l® ti'AS!! Ot m;iN$'fRli'Cl!#G '!'ttl! MI11S!1fOliNK 

Thl% slra!a(gy C$f1 best he a<:hrevmq with the coopan.dlon cl the major freight mHways. 
Az the study te~:vn sees it the n~x1 step$. fn !he prooo$s are: 

" E:t;i}aga MetroUnx ln d~$llon uf the faaaJblfiiy and ~sirab!11ty of th!s proj(tcl 

.. L:We!op a f>.'ocess that \.\'ill ftWlude Mt:ltro~r«~ CtiJ, n~ana the ®i¥:Brrled 
tnunlc!~ii!l$s t¢ dav~tcp 1:1w optimum sorutlun. 

,. i\pply to the Gwem~entor Canada for J:tlnolng or addltloool stUdfes aM fur fi..Jndlng
of the proJect itself. 

Th.ls study W&k\ Sp:)l'l$0rtiid to/ the Cffy of Mlss~~a. City nf Tomnb, TO'~tli of Mflkm nrtct City ofCambtld'g~, 
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