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Background: 
In 2010, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing released Building Foundations: 
Building Futures Ontario’s Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy (the Strategy). The 
Strategy laid the foundation for changes to the housing and homelessness prevention 
system that have enabled Service Managers to plan and deliver locally responsive and 
appropriate services. Key among these changes were: the replacement of the Social 
Housing Reform Act, 2000 with the Housing Services Act, 2011; the creation of a 
consistent framework for local housing and homelessness plans; and the consolidation 
of a number of provincial homelessness funding streams. 
 
Through Realizing our Potential: Ontario’s Poverty Reduction Strategy 2014-2019 the 
Province committed to updating the Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy. In April 
2015, Ontario launched public consultations to support an update to the Strategy. The 
updated Strategy is intended to provide housing policies that are relevant to current 
realities and reflect new research, best practices, and the housing needs of Ontarians. 
The public consultation period closed July 3, 2015. 
 
Consultations: 
In anticipation of the Strategy renewal, in March 2015, the Ontario Municipal Social 
Services Association (OMSSA) and the Housing Services Corporation (HSC) jointly 
submitted a paper to the Province to inform the Strategy update. The Region is a 
member of both OMSSA and HSC as these organizations provide supports such as 
training programs, research papers and advocacy to senior levels of government in the 
human services and housing program areas. The Region participated in the 
development of this paper which summarizes short and medium term housing system 
improvement opportunities.   

http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=8590
http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/AssetFactory.aspx?did=8590
https://dr6j45jk9xcmk.cloudfront.net/documents/3384/en-prs-bklt-aug-28th-approved-final-s.pdf
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The Region provided comments to OMSSA on local issues, needs and insights which 
helped inform OMSSA’s coordinated municipal sector response to the Province for the 
development of the next Strategy. York Region also supported the Regional Planning 
Commissioners of Ontario, Affordable Housing Group develop a consolidated 
submission on behalf of participating regional municipalities. 

 
Staff consulted internally and with housing providers to prepare a coordinated response 
to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (Attachment 1). 
 
The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) also conducted a consultation 
process that engaged elected officials. AMO’s submission to the Province highlighted 
many of the same recommendations as the Region’s submission. 
 
In June, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing announced they would host 
technical working groups to further explore key themes. Two Regional staff from the 
Housing Services Branch were invited to represent the Association of Municipalities 
Ontario. The working tables are expected to be wrapped up by the end of September 
2015. 
 
Our Response: 
York Region supports and encourages the Province to continue their efforts to facilitate 
integrated planning and collaboration amongst Ministries and Service Managers. The 
goal should be to ensure housing policies and programs foster innovation and flexibility 
to adequately provide affordable housing and the necessary supports. Acknowledging 
that a long-term affordable housing strategy needs to create a more sustainable 
housing system and provide funding stability to enable Service Managers, housing 
providers and the development industry to invest in building complete and affordable 
communities. 
 
The Region recommended several approaches and critical elements be included in the 
updated Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy: 

• Replacing Rent-Geared-to-Income with a system that allows housing providers to 
charge reasonable minimum rents that reflect the incomes available through 
federal and provincial support programs. The resulting revenue capacity could be 
directed towards sustaining and expanding the supply of affordable rental 
housing 

• Providing greater flexibility to use options such as portable housing allowances 
and short-term rent benefits to support long-term housing stability 

• Amending the Planning Act to explicitly permit inclusionary zoning 
• Committing sustained investment in new affordable housing supply and financial 

resources to sustain and regenerate the existing stock 
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Next Steps 
The Region will monitor the progress of the next Strategy and report back to Council as 
appropriate. 
 
 
______________________________ 
Adelina Urbanski, Commissioner of Community and Health Services 

AU/ml 

Attachment (1) 

#6196723 


































	Memorandum 
	TO: Committee of the Whole
	FROM: Adelina Urbanski
	Commissioner of Community and Health Services
	DATE: September 10, 2015
	RE: Long-Term Affordable Housing Strategy Update
	Provincial Consultation

