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Dear Sirs and Mesdames 

Re: 	 City of Markham Official Plan 
Item F4 Regional Council Agenda May 15, 2014 

We act on behalf of Lindvest Properties (Cornell) Limited, the owner of a significant 
portion of the lands known as Come II Centre in the City of Markham. 

We write respecting the Regional Staff report released at 3:30 pm this afternoon 
recommending a number of different modifications to the Markham Official Plan prior to 
Regional Council approval of same. We are very disappointed that there was no prior 
notice provided to our client regarding the pending report and an opportunity to review and 
address Regional Committee prior to the report moving forward to Regional Council for 
decision. 

This concern is underscored by the fact that there are modifications recommended by 
Regional Staff that affect our client's lands, for which no prior notice was provided to our 
client, no discussion held with them regarding these propose<;( modifications, and which 
were not the subject of any report to Markham Council or indeed any endorsement by 
Markham Council of which we are aware. 

Item 76 {p. 23) in the Staff report proposes to substitute wording within the site specific 
policy 9.7.8.5 approved by Markham Council for our client's lands. The modification has 
the effect of undoing the direction given by Markham Council following a lengthy local 
process engaged in by them with affected landowners and the community over the last 
year or more. 

Our client requests that you approve the original policy 9.7.8.5 In the Markham 
Official Plan as adopted by Markham Council in December, 2013. 

Our client requests that you not approve the Staff modification proposed 
respecting policy 9.7.8.5 for the first time today which does not have the support of 
our client or, to our knowledge, the support of Markham Council. 

Some of the reasons in support of this pc;~rticular request are as follows: 
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• 	 Policy 9.7 .8.5 as adopted by Markham Council recognizes Lindvest's Official Plan 
amendment application filed in December, 2012. That application is intended to 
address more than only lands designated for employment uses and instead 
updates the vision for Cornell Centre. 

The application was supported by detailed planning and technical analyses 
including an economic analysis by our client's consultants, urbanMetrics. The 
analysis was shared with Markham Council on a number of occasions through 
Markham 's process. 

• 	 The analysis filed with our client's application considered the ReglorVs population 
and employment forecast as it applies to Markham. I note in this respect that the 
forecast assigns a number of jobs, not a specific land area, to Markham for 
purposes of planning to 2031 . 

• 	 Lindvest's expert analysis (Illustrated also in Markham Planning Staff's own 
analysis) demonstrated that the approval of Lindvest's Official Plan amendment 
application would result in more, not less, jobs than were forecasted for Markham 
by the Region. Llndve~t continued to provide for employment uses focused on 
Highway 7 and Donald Cousens Parkway recognizing that there were 
opportunities in those locations to support a higher density form of employment 

• 	 Interior lands (some of which are already contemplated to be rede~ignated to 
residential uses) were recognized as not suitable for large, space ext~nsive and 
low job-producing purposes. That scenario did not fit with Markham's' vision for 
Cornell Centre. 

• 	 Markham Council determined that the application should be considered further 
through a local public process that also considered other important criteria that 
they established. The application also provided the opportunity for Markham 
Council to work with our client in realigning land uses within Cornell Centre (high 
density residential for example) in a manner which better supported an updated 
community design and reinforced Highway 7 as a Regional Corridor and local 
KDA. 

For these reasons, and others, policy 9.7.8.5 as adopted by Markham Councll..is to be 
preferred instead of t the modification proposed by Regional Staff today in their report to 

' you. 

Our client has not had an opportunity to review the balance of the report but wished to 
bring to Regional Council's attention its concern with the introduction of the proposed 
modification to policy 9.7.8.5 at this late juncture and without prior notice. 
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Yours very truly, 

AIRD & BERLIS LLP 

cc. Lindvest Properties (Cornell) Limited 

18064642.1 


