
 
 
 
Clause No. 14 in Report No. 5 of the Committee of the Whole was adopted, without 
amendment, by the Council of The Regional Municipality of York at its meeting on 
March 27, 2014. 

 
 

#CYCLEON: ONTARIO’S CYCLING STRATEGY 
 
 

Committee of the Whole recommends adoption of the following recommendations 
contained in the report dated February 11, 2014 from the Commissioner of 
Transportation and Community Planning: 

 
 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

It is recommended that: 
 

1. Council support the #CycleON: Ontario’s Cycling Strategy.   
 
2. York Region work in partnership with the Province in developing and carrying out 

appropriate actions to achieve the goals of Ontario’s Cycling Strategy in York Region. 
 
3. The Regional Clerk forward this report to the local municipalities and the Ministry of 

Transportation of Ontario.   
 
 
2. PURPOSE 
 

This report seeks Council support of #CycleON: Ontario’s Cycling Strategy, a new 
Provincial strategy that will guide the development of cycling policies, programs and 
legislation over the next 20 years. It also seeks authorization to collaborate and take 
appropriate actions in partnership with the Province to achieve the goals of the Cycling 
Strategy. 
 
 

3. BACKGROUND 
 

A new Province-wide strategy is needed to encourage the growth of cycling 
and improve the safety of cylists in Ontario  
 
The Ontario government is promoting cycling as a viable mode of transportation and has 
developed a Cycling Strategy outlining goals and strategic directions for a more cycling-
friendly Ontario. Last year, the Province held a workshop with 24 organizations including 
municipalities, cycling organizations, motor vehicle associations, public health units, Ontario 



Clause No. 14, Report No. 5 2 
Committee of the Whole 
March 6, 2014 

 
 

Provincial Police, infrastructure experts and cycling advocates to obtain input and feedback. 
The Province also received over 1000 written submissions, the majority of which were from 
private individuals, in response to an earlier draft of the Cycling Strategy released for public 
consultation in November 2012.  
 
Development of the Cycling Strategy also stemmed from the Office of the Chief Coroner for 
Ontario’s recommendations following a review of all accidental cycling deaths in Ontario 
from 2006-2010.  
 
York Region’s Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan provides a comprehensive 
Region-wide network plan along with complementary outreach programs and 
initiatives for active transportation 
 
The Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan was endorsed by Council in April 2008 and is 
intended to provide guidance in the long-term implementation of the pedestrian and cycling 
network and programs. The Plan has recommended actions to enhance walking and cycling 
in the Region, including efforts related to outreach, infrastructure plans and an 
implementation strategy.  
 
Active transportation policies are reflected in the Regional Official Plan (2010) 
to encourage personal travel choices and reduce dependency on automobiles  
 
The active transportation policies in the Regional Official Plan help to support and encourage 
a change in personal travel choices and promote a range of alternate travel modes. Walking 
and cycling can improve the health of residents, improve air quality, and move the Region 
towards sustainable transportation objectives. Progress has been made since the completion 
of the Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan to promote and encourage alternative modes 
through implementation of the Master Plan. 

 

4. ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS 
 

Key elements and directions of Ontario’s Cycling Strategy encourage active 
transportation and guide in future action plans 
 
Attachment 1, #CycleON: Ontario’s Cycling Strategy includes a vision, guiding principles, 
goals and strategic directions. The Strategy aims to get cycling recognized as a core mode of 
transportation that provides individuals and communities with health, economic, 
environmental, social and other benefits by 2033. Its guiding principles speak to the safety of 
all road users including cyclists, partnerships and collaborations among all stakeholders and 
an accessible and connected cycling system. 
 



Clause No. 14, Report No. 5 3 
Committee of the Whole 
March 6, 2014 

 
 

The Cycling Strategy’s goals for 2033 include outcomes such as Ontario being recognized as 
the best Canadian province, and among the top 10 jurisdictions in the world for cycling and 
built environment and interconnected networks of safe cycling routes in cities and towns that 
enable people to cycle to work, school, home and key destinations. 
 
The strategic directions speak to designing communities that are active and healthy, 
transportation infrastructure that is safer for cycling and initiatives that support and promotes 
cycling.  Each strategic direction in the Cycling Strategy is identified with Areas of Action 
which are steps and actions to be taken in support of the strategic direction. 
 
The Cycling Strategy indicates that implementation is underway and that the first Action 
Plan will be released within the coming months.  

 
Ontario’s Cycling Strategy is a vision that would have a positive impact on 
quality of life across Ontario if implemented as planned 

 
This Cycling Strategy requires action from the Province to achieve its goals and vision. The 
areas of action show how far Ontario still needs to go, but recognizes the need to work 
collaboratively with other partners, particularly municipalities. 
 
Ontario’s Cycling Strategy aligns well with York Region’s goals and policies 
on active transportation 
 
York Region supports partnerships with the Province to achieve the goals of the Cycling 
Strategy in York Region and has: 
• Developed a Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan (2008) as well as policies in the 

Regional Official Plan (2010) that are supportive of cycling 
• Developed the alignment and functional design of the Lake to Lake Route, a 

Provincially-significant cycling trail, in preparation for partnership funding and 
implementation as the next steps 

• Accommodated cycling into transportation improvement projects in York Region where 
practical and appropriate 

 
Increasing the number of cyclists in Ontario supports healthier active lifestyles and is 
consistent with policies in York Region’s Official Plan to enhance cycling. 
 
York Region has already made strides consistent with the objectives of the 
Ontario Cycling Strategy through implementation of the infrastructure 
projects, programs, and initiatives of the Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan   
 
Some of the key cycling-related projects and programs carried out by York Region since the 
Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan was completed, include: 
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• Cycling facilities implemented as part of the Region’s road capital and resurfacing  
projects resulted in approximately 21 km of bike lanes, 130 km paved shoulders and 25 
km of multi-use paths on Regional roads. 

• The Pedestrian and Cycling Municipal Partnership Program, which provides capital 
funding to selected local municipal projects. Since its launch in 2007, this Municipal 
Partnership Program has committed $4 million to 25 local municipal and stakeholder 
cycling projects. 

• Nearly seven kilometres of trails have been implemented todate within the Rouge Park 
area, including Bob Hunter Memorial Park, as part of the Region’s Southeast Collector 
sewer project. Another five kilometres of trails will be constructed in this area over the 
next two years. 

• The Lake to Lake Route design study has been completed with the implementation 
strategy currently underway. 

• The Region’s first buffered bike lanes were constructed on Highway 7 as part of the 
vivaNext rapidway from East Beaver Creek to Chalmers Road. 

• Definition of the Greenbelt Route to include east-west cycling facilities across the central 
part of York Region. 

• A pilot of pedestrian and cycling counters for selected sites throughout the Region to 
gauge usage of facilities and to provide a baseline with which to measure future projects. 

• An Active Transportation Working Group consisting of representatives from all nine 
local municipalities, York Region Police, York Region Public Health, York Region 
Transit, York Region Rapid Transit Corporation, Transportation and Community 
Planning and school boards co-ordinates and updates the Working Group members on 
active transportation projects and activities within the Region. 

• Kids CAN-BIKE training program to help educate children on safe cycling skills in 
coordination with local municipalities and school boards.   

• The second edition of the York Region Cycling Map developed through collaboration 
with stakeholders and released to the general public with hardcopies made available at 
local municipal offices, libraries, Chambers of Commerce and community centres. 

 
Partnerships in infrastructure development and cycle tourism will help build 
and promote the provincially significant cycling network in York Region 
 
York Region has been innovative in supporting our municipal partners in providing cycling 
improvements in the Region. The Pedestrian and Cycling Municipal Partnership Program is a 
model for collaboration with local municipalities and is highlighted as a Case Story in the 
Ontario’s Cycling Strategy document. An example of a potential cycling tourism project is 
the Lake to Lake Route, consisting of existing and future cycling facilities, stretching from 
Lake Simcoe to Lake Ontario. The Route connects communities in York Region and the City 
of Toronto while offering cycling tourism opportunities as part of the provincial cycling 
network. Partnerships to build the Lake to Lake Route can showcase the collaboration and 
co-ordination between government agencies.  
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Another example is the Greenbelt Route, an east/west cycling route through York Region 
which offers opportunities for cycling tourism and co-operation being implemented by the 
Waterfront Regeneration Trust and the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation. The 600 
kilometre Greenbelt Route will extend from Northumberland County to Niagara Region, with 
63 kilometres in York Region using existing roads and trails through King, Newmarket, 
Aurora, and Whitchurch-Stouffville. This Route is expected to be open in 2015. 
 
Next steps by the Province include release of the first Action Plan in the 
coming months 
 
An Action Plan will be released by the Province in the near future to identify specific 
projects, programs, initiatives, and partnerships needed that will help move towards the 
Cycling Strategy’s Goals. The Action Plan will report on performance metrics/indicators, 
progress, new issues and emerging trends. In addition, annual meetings will be conducted by 
the Province with stakeholders to share the status of progress on the Cycling Strategy 
implementation. The Province has indicated that priorities of stakeholders and the Ontario 
government will be reflected in the Action Plan. Staff will be proactive in engaging 
appropriate provincial officials to make York Region an early key stakeholder in the Action 
Plan. 

 
Link to key Council-approved plans 

 
This report links to the the following Council-approved plans and policies: 
 
Vision 2051: 
• To promote an inter-modal transportation system by providing alternative modes of 

transportation and inter-modal links 
• To emphasize healthy communities and sustainability 
 
2011-2015 Strategic Plan:  
• Continue to partner with all levels of government to facilitate the delivery of 

environmentally-sustainable infrastructure  
• Improve mobility for users on Regional transportation corridors  
 
Regional Official Plan:  
• To promote human health and well-being in York Region, where people can live, work, 

play and learn in accessible and safe communities 
• To ensure streets support all modes of transportation including walking, cycling, transit, 

automobile use, and efficient movement of goods 
• To create high-quality, sustainable communities 
 
Pedestrian and Cycling Master Plan (2008) and Transportation Master Plan (2009): 
• Network plans, programs, and policies that support active transportation 
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5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

There are no direct financial implications as a result of this report. However, there will be 
specific costs associated with each cycling project. The Ontario Cycling Strategy includes 
developing a Provincial funding partnership program with municipalities and the federal 
government. The Region will maximize the opportunity that this future funding program will 
provide while continuing to look for opportunities in existing partnership or programs for 
implementation of all cycling facilities. 

 
 

6. LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT 
 
Implementing a comprehensive cycling network promotes sustainability and supports the 
Region’s objectives of attractive, active, and livable communities. All York Region local 
municipalities have either pedestrian and cycling master plans and/or trails plans, and these 
share some common goals with Ontario’s Cycling Strategy. 

 
 
7. CONCLUSION 
 

Ontario’s Cycling Strategy is a step forward in achieving the Province’s cycling vision and is 
consistent with York Region’s objectives for a cycling-friendly environment. It is 
recommended that York Region support the Strategy and work in partnership with the 
Province in developing and carrying out the appropriate actions to achieve the goals of the 
Ontario Cycling Strategy. 
 
 
For more information on this report, please contact Loy Cheah, Director of Transportation 
Planning at ext. 75024. 
 
 
The Senior Management Group has reviewed this report. 

 
 
Attachment (1) 
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