
36 Designing Great Streets: Building Roads that Build Community

The Regional Road Typologies identified in these 
guidelines present a new approach to road 
characterization for York Region, in line with what 
is encouraged in the York Region Official Plan. 
This road typology system is intended to meet 
the mobility needs of communities in the Region, 
while responding to and supporting adjacent land 
uses, natural heritage and built form. 

In response to existing policies and technical 
best practices, this document identifies six new 
Regional road typologies that characterize 
conditions found in York Region:
 

1. City Centre Street
2. Avenue
3. Main Street
4. Connector
5. Rural Road
6. Rural Hamlet Road

For each road typology, a brief description, key 
design opportunities and challenges, urban design 
and operational attributes and sample plans and 
sections are provided.

These typologies replace the current system of 
roadway classification used by the Region and 
updates to policies and guidelines such as the 
Regional Official Plan and Access Guidelines for 
Regional Roads will need to be updated.

As described in Section 2.2, in addition to 
identifying planned right-of-way widths, the 
Regional Official Plan states that street hierarchy 
should support the Region’s proposed urban 
structure as well as active modes of transportation 
and compact mixed-use urban forms that can 
more readily support higher levels of transit 
service. 

3.1 A New Approach to Road Characterization

The development of six Regional Road Typologies provides a 
new characterization system for roads in York Region, in line with 
Official Plan directions

Regional roads vary in context between more urban corridors (such as Davis Drive above) and rural corridors

3.0 Road Typologies

http://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/yorkregion/yr/regionalofficialplan/!ut/p/a1/jZDNTsMwEISfpYccG2_dn1jcrCDqJFRB4kDqC3Iq27Fk7Mg1RPD0mIgLErTsbVff7M4s4qhD3Ik3o0U03gn71fPdc0X3FWMN1O2GlEChpTUuCJCmSMAxAfBHUbimr_9xAIdDedCIjyIOS-OUR12QejbolTInI-xohUNPiM_bMN7s2KqEGlhLoLorHra3hK2g3F4BGvwNXMiTDGvr-_k3R-r6NUnOglQyyJC_hjQeYhzPNxlkME1Trr3XVuYnkcFvisGfI-p-gGh86T7u1WO15P37RBeLT2ocKI8!/dl5/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/#.WIZ7XdLR-M8
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/fad252ba-ee9b-47db-b169-a378f377a33c/access_guideline.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/fad252ba-ee9b-47db-b169-a378f377a33c/access_guideline.pdf?MOD=AJPERES



