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THIS MEETING WILL BE RECORDED

Please note this meeting will be recorded.

• During this meeting, you will have the opportunity to contribute or ask 

questions

• Questions will be gathered and sorted to avoid duplication and ensure the 

best response

• Although your name will not appear on the screen to attendees, 

producers and presenters may have access to that information

• If you have questions about the recording of this webinar, please contact 

HEOCLiaison@york.ca

mailto:HEOCLiaison@york.ca


To ask a question:

Select Q&A on the right side of the 

screen.

Type your question in the compose 

box, and then select Send.

Questions will be screened by the 

moderator and posed to the 

presenters.

DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION?



PLEASE FILL OUT OUR POLL

A link to an online survey 

has been posted in the Q&A 

chat box.

Please fill out the survey at 

some point during today's 

webinar.



CONTENTS

1. Epi update 

2. Variants of concern

3. COVID-19 vaccine updates

4. What's new 



EPI UPDATES



COVID-19 IN YORK REGION
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VARIANTS OF CONCERN- YORK REGION CONTEXT



VARIANTS OF CONCERN- OVERVIEW
B.1.1.7 (20I/501Y.V1) B.1.351 (501Y.V2) P.1 (B.1.1.248)

First
detected

September 20, 2020
UK

October 8, 2020
South Africa

December 4, 2020
Brazil

Key
mutations

N501Y
D614G
A570D
P681H

N501Y
D614G
E484K
K417N

N501Y
D614G
E484K
K417T

Concerns Increased
transmissibility
Possible increased 
severity

Increased 
transmissibility
Possible increased 
risk of vaccine escape,
re-infection

Increased 
transmissibility
Possible increased risk 
of vaccine escape,
re-infection



Ontario's Plan

• Mandatory on-arrival testing of international travellers

• Enhanced screening and sequencing

• Leveraging the latest data to inform public 
health decisions

• Enhanced protections for vulnerable populations

• Public health measures

• Strengthening case and contact management



CCM UPDATE – Enhanced Case and Contact Management 

1. Enhanced identification of contacts

2. Enhanced asymptomatic testing recommendations

3. Self-Isolation of contacts of high-risk Contacts

4. Case management for VOC positive cases to be 
enhanced and prioritized

5. Enhanced outbreak management for all high priority risk 
settings

Feb 9 Interim Guidance

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/VOC_guidance.pdf


COVID-19 VACCINE UPDATE



YORK REGION COVID-19 VACCINE TASK FORCE 

• The York Region COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force was established on January 19, 

2021

• Membership includes representatives from all sectors in the Region, including:

• Primary care, Ontario Health, York Region Paramedic Services, York Region 

Fire Services, interfaith communities, hospitals, social services and others 

• The purpose of the Task Force is to provide overall direction and coordination in 

the preparation, launch and operations of the COVID-19 immunization campaign in 

York Region. The Task Force will collectively plan and implement a systems level 

approach for mass immunization.

• This group meets twice per week and two working groups have been established 

from the task force to support decisions about how vaccine is distributed for 

priority populations in the community and health care workers



Provincial COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Plan



Health Care Worker Prioritization for Vaccination

• Newly released Health Care Worker Prioritization Guidance
document from the Ministry of Health

• Primary Care, pharmacies, dentistry and many others are in 
the 'Very High' priority group

• Memos with instructions on how to book a vaccination 
appointment have been sent to health care workers in the 
'Very High" group

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/Guidance_for_Prioritizing_HCW_covid19_vaccination_2020-01-08.pdf


AEFI REPORTING

An AEFI is an event or reaction that occurs following immunization that 

may or may not be caused by the vaccine. Health care providers are 

required to report AEFIs to York Region Public Health under the Health 

Promotion and Protection Act.

To report an AEFI:

• Complete an adverse event form then fax the completed form to York 

Region Public Health at 905-898-5213, or

• Call Health Connection at 1-877-464-9675, ext. 73452

Visit York Region's webpage COVID-19 Information for Health 

Professionals for more information.

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/eRepository/Report_Adverse_Event_Following_Immunization_Form_fillable.pdf
https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/healthprofessionals/covid-19informationforhealthprofessionals/covid-19informationforhealthprofessionals/!ut/p/z1/zZJLc4IwFIV_Sxcumdw8NHEZ0QpY0db6gI2DiIoVsJjax68vODrTRX2NZaYsSC5zci757kEuGiE39rbh3FNhEnurrHbcytiUTdMwWmB1mNBBQkdahAtoVDEa7gRw5JGA3EvOnxC4p-0HyEXu2g-nyMGMMH8ynWq0PPE1NvN9zROUaYJXJ5iyCRWikqv9WK3VAjmf6dhPYhXEqgSfSfqSFRsVqrfdh0USBdk78FZqcVjXaTILNpsdmU0J_GQbTjVcDeNZkkY7YtnmNimyzgHLJkLStt6eZ9f21ELLLdHoN6vR5V2vkSInXL6-ujIDmdP7UGj0L0kO81n_ZNnsCQbmwOJygDvATLoXEMIqBtbBAqMjwLzn3XJdGBhaZC84ET8niy8_Oq4ngobbMHhH_Tj_2RXqXZlW49CBC10asgldeO5zeGxwJioP7e7DE76xw5kLFGxPC7XnUKw9Kdb-b-BYJuhY5vGnDQqSmLqoUUvYdrHs7WLZ28Wyt4vN_eBWOOuo348ELa_mQlXNZXkejes1W3Os7dfJpS3v7r4B4s3NBw!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/


AEFI REPORTING (cont.)

• PHO Factsheet: AEFI Reporting 

for Health Care Providers in 

Ontario

• Adverse Events of Special Interest 

(AESIs) for COVID-19 Vaccines 

Surveillance

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/A/2016/aefi-reporting-overview.pdf?la=en
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/vaccines/2020/12/covid-19-guidance-aesis.pdf?la=en


Allergy Advice for COVID Vaccine
• New web-based allergy advice service for COVID-19 vaccines

• Advice from allergy and clinical immunology specialists related to the 
COVID-19 vaccines is now available on the Ontario eConsult Service. 
This enables physicians and nurse practitioners to have their questions 
related to allergies and the COVID-19 vaccines answered electronically 
within days. The Ontario eConsult Centre of Excellence, in partnership 
with Public Health, the OMA, OntarioMD, Ontario Health and the 
Ministry of Health, made this service available.

Read more about this new service.

Complete an intake form to sign up for eConsult.

http://click.info.oma.org/?qs=53590e3cde2dd1210db5615624db3761898ec408f0cd271743e71bc014b498021fedb3175cc7621784c3c4d798b90177ec7ead4de8cee60963cbaf9b185f3ce9
http://click.info.oma.org/?qs=53590e3cde2dd1218113670a1716c75c43cbf4033585ddceb75e8d9e44ac57da7c565097da1c0bf029c20072d8a43705483f8aded1eacda43fe568fcdcd174de


COVID-19 Vaccine Resources

York Region

• york.ca/COVID19Vaccines

• COVID-19 Vaccines – What You Need to Know (video)

• COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy Infographic

• COVID-19 Vaccine Fact Sheet

• COVID-19 January Briefing Webinar - Talking to Patients 
about Vaccine Hesitancy (slides)

Ontario Ministry of Health

• COVID-19 Vaccine Fact Sheet

http://york.ca/COVID19Vaccines
https://youtu.be/PivKjcWPMhw?list=PLTPUQcnsfm-pimCQjk3LDzthrf9gdGLNI
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/35482f5f-be77-410c-bd1e-256d52843e6b/Vaccine_Fast+Fact+Sheet.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nvgZVkg
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/8579247f-a48c-43a4-b4e4-2525df06c55e/138_Vaccine+FactSheet-English-Feb22.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nvgC98w
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/a5a976ab-23ca-406e-970c-5093a8ea743e/COVID-19_Briefing_Webinar_January_2021.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=ntu9JvP
https://files.ontario.ca/moh-covid-19-vaccines-fact-sheet-en-2021-02-05.pdf


WHAT ELSE IS NEW?



Astra Zeneca

• The primary analysis of the Phase III clinical trials from the UK, Brazil, 
and South Africa support that the AstraZeneca vaccine candidate is 
safe and effective at preventing COVID-19, with no severe cases and 
no hospitalizations reported

• Vaccine efficacy after first dose: 76%; vaccine efficacy after 2nd dose 
(after 12 weeks) 82%

• Canada has reserved 20 million AstraZeneca doses. As of February 
22, 2021, approval from Health Canada is still pending.

• Effectiveness against the variants of concern has yet to be 
determined.

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/applications.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/applications.html


York Region moves to Red Zone

See: COVID-19 response framework: keeping Ontario safe and open

https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-response-framework-keeping-ontario-safe-and-open


BACK TO SCHOOL 

• York Region has released a new 
COVID-19 School and Child-care 
Screening Tool

• There is still a Ministry COVID-19 
School and Child-care Screening 
Tool but we recommend ours for 
screening children at this time

• May transition back to a Ministry Tool 
at a later date

https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/9e5381ca-ec8b-4df1-8db5-42292f2a35fc/114_School+Screening+Tool_Feb821.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nu814T4


VOLUNTARY ISOLATION CENTRE 

All cases and close contacts will be advised of the availability of the 
York Region Voluntary Isolation Centre during investigation.

Eligibility criteria:
1. Waiting for COVID-19 test results

2. COVID-19 positive or likely COVID-19 positive

3. Close contacts of a COVID-19 positive case

Cases and contacts can self-refer, please call 1-877-464-9675 ext. 
72500 or TTY 1-866-512-6228 or email accessyork@york.ca

Visit york.ca/isolationcenter for more information

mailto:accessyork@york.ca
http://www.york.ca/isolationcentre


ACCESS TO COVID-19 LAB RESULTS

• If you are an authorized Ontario health care provider with access 
to ConnectingOntario ClinicalViewer or an electronic medical record 
system (with OLIS to EMR) or a Hospital Information System (with 
OLIS integration), you can access COVID-19 lab test results 

For more information, please visit ehealthontario.ca

https://ehealthontario.on.ca/en/health-care-professionals/connectingontario
https://ehealthontario.on.ca/en/news/view/online-access-to-covid-19-lab-test-results-for-health-care-providers


Other New/Updated Ministry Documents

• COVID-19 Provincial Testing Guidance (Feb. 17, 2021)

• Case Definition – COVID-19 (Feb. 18, 2021)

• COVID-19 Quick Reference Public Health Guidance on Testing 
and Clearance (Feb. 18, 2021)

• COVID-19 Guidance: Considerations for Rapid Antigen 
Screening (Feb. 17, 2021)

• Rapid Point of Care Testing Use Case Guidance (Feb. 17, 
2021)

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_testing_guidance.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_case_definition.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_testing_clearing_cases_guidance.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/Antigen_Screening_Guidance_2020-12-30.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/rapid_point_care_testing_use_case_guidance.pdf


Other Ministry Documents: Testing

• POC Testing:
• Rapid molecular: screening & diagnosis

• Rapid antigen: screening only

• Lab-based PCR test required if symptomatic, 
close contact of known case, part of outbreak

• Screening does not replace PH measures

• Positive rapid antigen test = preliminary 
positive
• Must be confirmed by lab-based PCR testing

• Must be reported to public health

• Managed as probable case, including contact 
tracing

• Other testing 
updates
• Targeted testing 

group

• Patient transfer 
between 
facilities



Q&A PERIOD



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES



YORK.CA/HEALTHPROFESSIONALS



LINKS TO BOOKMARK

York Region

• york.ca/healthprofessionals - health care provider specific page

• york.ca/COVID19 - general COVID-19 page

Public Health Ontario

• Report of Adverse Event Following Vaccination - form

Ministry of Health

• COVID-19 Guidance for the Health Care Sector - all provincial COVID-19 guidance

http://www.york.ca/covid19
http://www.york.ca/covid19vaccine
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/A/2020/aefi-reporting-form.pdf?la=en
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/2019_guidance.aspx


THANK YOU

Remember to sign up to Public Health Matters for:
• Today’s slides
• Follow up Q&As and
• Future webinar information

https://www.york.ca/wps/portal/yorkhome/health/yr/healthprofessionals/enewsletterforhealthcareprofessionals/enewsletterforhealthcareprofessionals/!ut/p/z1/zZNfU4JAFMU_Sw8-MnuXBXd9XMkEUjTNP_DibLQqJaCwafbpQ7OZHsosYyYe2Lk7h3N3f_eAAjRGQSLW0UyoKE3Eoqj9oDpxeNOx7WtwOwazgEOHuzpl0KhhNNoL4IuHAwpO-f6IIDhuP0QBCpZhdI98TEKCTQEaw3egGfem0GoQYo2GUxB3BCRmbKcOE7VUc-Rvs0mYJkomqgLbNHssilxF6mm_MU9jWbylWKj5-7rM0qnM8z2ZvAIykZt8IZWS2TTN3iShyORvZMj9DlQxCT1rW-1ZcV2h5lqUTFM0_uRgaHxax1NlyI8eVquAF-B2tJ4VGv8rcqPdTD-ya_aZAc7QpXyIO2A45CDQdaNqYwtcsDsMnCvaNS-ZjeFaPwiOxMwvYkq_HE9PR6N1JDdokKRZXPw2_R-m0n7vQJnFbd6ELtwOKNw0qMGqrXa31cNndvjmAiXbk1LtKZRrr5dr_zdwXAcszHfxJw0CXHcsVicu87xy2XvlsvfKZe-Vm_vhuXCW8WAQM2IuZkzVnAdzFk8u657mu-uXo0ubX1y8AvQopwU!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/

