






Trail difficulty: Easy-Moderate
Distance: 7 km

Access points: Main Street Unionville
Parking: Available along Main Street Unionville

For more information: City of Markham
905-477-5530   markham.ca

The Rouge Valley Trail follows the 
Rouge River along Toogood Pond 
located in the heart of Unionville. 
Toogood Pond was named after 
Arthur Toogood who owned the 
pond prior to the City’s acquisition in 
1980. The shady four kilometre trail 
around the pond was constructed 
in the early 1980s. It has since 
been a popular spot for leisure 
walks with a partially naturalized 
pond and marsh. The pond has 
recently undergone a number of 
improvements: shoreline restoration, 
community planting and cascading 
pools to accommodate migrating 
fish.

The Rouge Valley Trail continues 
south through Austin Drive Park. 
Austin Drive Park has two storm 
water ponds that collect the local 
run off of rainwater, which slowly 

flows into the river. This reduces 
erosion and the amount of sediment 
flowing into the river during storm 
events. The park is also the site of a 
forest regeneration area and famous 
for bird watching.  Songbirds, 
such as gold finch, cardinals and 
sparrows, can be commonly seen 
here with the occasional red tailed 
hawk

The Rouge Valley Trail also diverges 
and connects west to the Mildred 
Temple Park located at Highway 7 
and Unionville Main Street. 10,000 
Trees for the Rouge Valley and the 
community have played a role in 
vegetating Mildred Temple and 
Austin Drive Parks with the planting 
of native trees and shrubs in the 
1990s.

The Rouge Valley Trail and City of 
Markham plans to connect the 
multi-use pathway from Toogood 
Pond to Bob Hunter Memorial Park. 
Upon completion, this 15 kilometre 
trail will be a significant cycling and 
walking route providing connections 
through many communities, key 
destinations and parks.
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Trail Use Symbols or List: O O O
Trail Difficulty (Easy, Moderate, Difficult) and Approx Distance X km

For More Information: City of Markham (contact information at back 
of book)

Milne Dam Conservation Park is 
located on Milne Reservoir, part of 
the Rouge Park and is also planned 
to become part of a future Rouge 
Park Trails Network.  Milne Dam 
Conservation Park was named 
after Peter and Alexander Milne 
who operated a mill, located near 
the present dam structure, in the 
1820’s.  By 1845, the business had 
expanded to include a general store, 
fueling and wool mill and ashery.  
In 1911, Archie Milne, grandson of 
Peter Milne, built the first concrete 
and steel arc dam in Canada.  The 
Town of Markham sprang from the 
advent of the mill and dam. In the 
1950’s, the Metropolitan Toronto 
and Region Conservation Authority 
acquired the property as the Milne 
Park Conservation Area. Wonderful 
opportunities for bird watching 
exist in this area as the significant 

wetlands, forests and open space 
provide a stop-off for migratory 
birds.  Blue Jays, chickadees, 
woodpeckers, Blue Herons and a 
nesting pair of Baltimore Orioles, 
have been observed in the park.  In 
addition, many picnic areas exist in 
the park.

Above word count is 
170 words. Total word space is 

approximately 300 words with one 
picture.

Blank space can be left or used for 
additional legends, pictures, etc. 

FPO means For Position Only
not final text or images.
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